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Water bills may go up 7% in Helix District  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: April 6, 1988 
Helix Water District users can expect bigger bills and substantial penalties for excess usage if directors 
give final approval to pending rate increases later this month.  
Bimonthly water bills would increase an overall 7 percent, effective July 1. The increase would be on top 
of two 4 percent hikes last year. The most recent was in October. 
An additional 7 percent hike is in store for excess water users in a move said to foster conservation in 
water-starved Southern California. 
The proposal before directors also calls for the district to levy increases of between 6 percent and 7 
percent annually in each of the next five years. 
Higher costs for the district's imported water are among reasons cited for the pending increases, which 
are to go before directors for final adoption at a public hearing April 27. 
District General Manager Robert D. Friedgen said the San Diego County Water Authority is increasing the 
price of water to its 24 member agencies through 1996 to pay for $600 million in new pipelines. 
Helix will be assessed 10 percent of the $600 million as its share, Friedgen said. 
Other reasons for the proposed increase, Friedgen said, are capital improvements the district must make 
to comply with new federal water-quality regulations plus scarce local sources due to meager runoffs in 
reservoirs due to a dry spring season. 
"We're already experiencing summer usage," Friedgen said. "Runoff has been minimal this year." 
Included in the Helix district's plan to gain increased revenues is a two-tiered ascending rate schedule. 
Customers who use more than 20 units of water (14,960 gallons) every two months would face additional 
7 percent increases. District officials said a typical customer uses 35 units during the two-month billing 
period. 
"We need to let people know that conservation pays," Friedgen said. "We need to send a signal to our 
water users that Southern California is doing everything it can to conserve water supplies and encourage 
conservation." 
Friedgen said population increases in Southern California are putting increasing demands on the area's 
water supply, of which 90 percent is imported from the Colorado River and Northern California. 
Friedgen said the proposed two-tiered rate schedule is the district's first attempt at encouraging 
conservation. Prior to 1972, he said the district had a descending rate schedule, giving price breaks to 
heavy users. 
The Helix district is second only to the city of San Diego in size and is one of 24 members of the San 
Diego County Water Authority, which wholesales water to the agencies. 
The Helix district, which was formed in 1913, serves 220,000 people.  
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