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Two cities in standoff over park's upkeeping 
El Cajon, La Mesa call each other uncooperative  
BOB ROWLAND Staff Writer   
Published: February 23, 1995 
It's high noon in Harry Griffen Park, and the line is drawn in the sandbox.  
On this side, we have the elected officials of El Cajon, withholding the city's share of financial support for 
maintaining the 51-acre preserve.  
"We'll just wait and see what happens," Mayor Joan Shoemaker said.  
And on the other side is the highest-ranking La Mesa official.  
"Go pound sand -- that's what they told us when we asked them for help," Mayor Art Madrid said.  
And so the dialogue goes, as the two East County neighbors try to sort out the cooperative arrangement 
that created and still sustains the lush regional park straddling the El Cajon-La Mesa border.  
El Cajon and La Mesa shoulder the lion's share of financial responsibility for the park under terms of a 
joint-powers agreement. The two cities, along with the Helix Water District, the county and the Grossmont 
Union High School District, developed and operate the area.  
But now a simmering feud is threatening to unravel the safety net supporting the park, which has been 
open to the public since 1985.  
The issue? In a word -- money.  
Officials in El Cajon have repeatedly delayed a vote on the city's projected five-year contribution to the 
park fund -- about $51,600, according to City Manager Bob Acker. The sticking point, they claim, is La 
Mesa's refusal to pay its share for the cost of a traffic light at Water Street and Murray Drive near 
Grossmont High School.  
Once installed, the signal will serve motorists from both cities, said an El Cajon traffic engineer.  
El Cajon is committed to paying for half of the $90,000 project. The Grossmont Union High School District 
has agreed to cover one-quarter of the total, or $22,500. La Mesa is being asked to contribute the 
balance.  
But Madrid insists that there is no direct connection between Harry Griffen Park and the nearby traffic 
signal. "It's like comparing apples and footballs," he said.  
"Each party in a joint powers agreement has an obligation to cooperate in the best interests of the region. 
But I'm not seeing any cooperation from El Cajon," Madrid said. "Instead, they're trying to hold the park 
hostage."  
El Cajon Councilman Mark Lewis disagrees.  
"We'd be more than happy to pay our fair share, but cooperation has to be a two-way street," he said.  
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