
.  

 
San Diego Union, The (CA) 

Trio of mayors state opposition to jail plan  
Irene Jackson Staff Writer   
Published: January 23, 1988 
Three East County mayors, in letters released Thursday by the city of Santee's public relations agency, 
have stated their opposition to a proposed plan to build a temporary men's jail on county land in the 
center of Santee.  
In brief letters to the Board of Supervisors, mayors Fred Nagel of La Mesa, James V. Dorman of Lemon 
Grove and John W. Reber of El Cajon all said that the expansion being planned for the Las Colinas 
Women's Detention Facility was inappropriate for any urban setting. 
The mayors, contacted yesterday, said Santee Mayor Jack Doyle had asked them a few weeks ago to 
write the letters and had given each of them a form letter to use if they wished. 
Bill Adams, Santee's community services coordinator, confirmed that they had received the form letters 
and added that only Nagel did not use it. 
The mayors said that the letters expressed only their own opinions and not those of their respective city 
councils. Each letter also said the jail expansion could have a negative economic impact on the region. 
The county wants to build a temporary 600-bed men's facility next to the the women's jail, which houses 
between 380 to 420 inmates on any given day. The site is located on about 14 acres on the west side of 
Cottonwood Avenue, but also is within the city's largely vacant 700-acre redevelopment area. 
The county owns about 350 acres within that area. 
The city has objected to the expansion on the grounds that it would be dangerous and would detract from 
the city's plans to develop nearby property into a shopping and commercial center. The city also objects 
to the county's reluctance to provide a date for when the temporary jail structure will be dismantled. 
Although Nagel said he believes the jail should not be built in Santee, he added that he was "not in total 
support of (Santee's) position." 
He said Santee city officials should continue to negotiate with the county on how temporary the proposed 
men's jail would be. 
In addition, Nagel said, Santee should consider buying the 350 acres the county owns in the 
redevelopment area to prevent future confrontations with the county. 
"If they don't build a jail, the county could certainly turn it into some other kind of eyesore," said Nagel. 
"And that's going to be in the middle of their downtown? What they really want is for the county to get out 
of there completely." 
Mayor Dorman of Lemon Grove said that while he understood the need for more jails, he also believed "a 
barbed-wire encampment sitting in the middle of the redevelopment area is never going to be conducive 
to development. 
"The jail is in part of their major redevelopment, and that is the cornerstone of their community," said 
Dorman. "They're attempting to clean up their town and make some improvements.... If the county was 
trying to do that to Lemon Grove, I wouldn't be too happy with it." 
Mayor Reber of El Cajon said that Santee would be hurt economically by the jail's expansion. 
"I think there are better locations you could put (the jail) in," he said, adding that El Cajon would not like it 
if the county tried to put such a facility close to his city. 
In his letter to the Board of Supervisors, Reber stated that he feels "the negative economic impacts of this 
plan will not only affect Santee but will impact our entire region." However, when questioned yesterday he 
said he did not know if it would hurt the economy of East County. 
Santee has hired 12 consulting firms in its battle with the county over the jail. Adams said about $4,000 
has been spent with Stoorza, Ziegauf & Metzger Inc., a public relations agency.  
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