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The best solution to traffic needs? Trolley  
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To no one's surprise, the transit board has decided that a trolley to El Cajon is the best solution for the 
East County's transportation needs but balked at applying immediately for federal money to extend the 
line to Santee.  
The Metropolitan Transit Development Board, which operates the San Diego Trolley, was required to 
officially select a transportation alternative for East County as part of the process of requesting $54 million 
in federal money to build the line to El Cajon. The total cost of the 11 1/2 -mile line is put at $145 million. 
Board members are expected to learn by this fall whether the federal money has been approved, after 
officials study an environmental report recommending building the trolley line over such alternatives as 
express bus service. 
Completion of the environmental report was delayed after a preliminary report last year showed that 
express bus service for East County residents would have more ridership than a trolley. Transit-board 
officials said they refined ridership figures after the preliminary study and found that more people would 
ride a trolley than would ride buses. 
"This is the last step in an arduous process," said the board chairman, Dick Murphy, a San Diego city 
councilman. "This is the culmination of almost two years of work." 
Studies by board staff members found that a trolley to El Cajon would attract 13 million riders a year, 
compared with between 11 million and 12 million riders for bus service. A trolley also has greater 
community support and would do more to reduce congestion on crowded freeways, the study found. 
After the board unanimously approved the trolley to El Cajon, board member Fred Nagel, mayor of La 
Mesa, asked that the board immediately begin applying for an additional $33 million to extend the trolley 
line 3.3 miles to Santee. 
Murphy said he feared an additional request for federal money to extend the line to Santee would 
jeopardize chances of getting money needed to build the line to El Cajon. Murphy said the board had 
already decided that a trolley line to the proposed downtown convention center should be built next after 
the El Cajon line. 
Nagel agreed to Murphy's suggestion that the board instead decide that it should try to preserve a right-
of-way for a trolley line to Santee.  
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