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Taxpayer association opposes sales tax increase for libraries  
Roger M. Showley STAFF WRITER   
Published: November 25, 1997 
The San Diego County Taxpayers Association came out yesterday against the idea of adding a quarter of 
a percentage point to the countywide sales tax to aid branch libraries, acting even before the proposed 
ballot measure has been written.  
Proponents are aiming at next year's June or November ballot. 
The association executive director, Scott Barnett, said at a press conference that his group is taking this 
stand out of frustration with the lack of analysis of the region's library needs. 
"They have had a year to address these issues," he said, referring to the failure of a similar measure, 
Proposition A, in November 1996. 
It garnered 59.1 percent support when 66.7 percent was needed for passage. 
Barnett said his meetings with library tax proponents indicate that the new measure will differ little from 
last year's attempt. 
The tax proposal is being developed by the 19-member San Diego County Regional Library Authority, 
which includes representatives of the area's cities and the county Board of Supervisors. 
Barnett singled out for criticism the idea of depositing much of the $411 million projected to come from the 
five-year tax into trust funds or endowments. The annual interest on the accounts would be used to 
augment budgets for the operation and maintenance of about 75 branch public libraries around the 
county. 
"We feel it's poor public policy," Barnett said, explaining that the library funds would not be available for 
other needs should priorities change. 
The taxpayer group also has come out against building a new main San Diego city library downtown as 
currently designed and funded. 
San Diego City Councilwoman Judy McCarty, who chairs the regional library authority, called the 
association's objections "flimsy excuses." She defended the trust fund or endowment concept as "fiscally 
responsible" because it would ensure added money for library operations and maintenance. 
"It is totally premature," she said of the taxpayers' position. " . . . We had hoped to work with them, but 
apparently they have chosen not to." 
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid, vice chairman of the library authority, accused Barnett's group of hypocrisy in 
backing the $214 million San Diego Convention Center expansion but not the library tax. 
Barnett said support for the convention center is based on the project's funding from hotel-room taxes and 
on its potential economic benefits.  
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