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State denies funding for county libraries 
Their next hope is 2006 measure  
Jose Luis Jimenez STAFF WRITER   
Published: December 1, 2004 
San Diego County was shut out of the latest round of construction grants issued by the state Office of 
Library Construction.  
The office's board of directors met Monday in Sacramento and listened to testimony in support of the 72 
applications, eight of which were submitted by local communities. It awarded $80 million to 12 projects: 
five in the San Francisco Bay Area, three each in the Central Valley and Southern California, and one in 
Sierra County. 
Hope is alive for the 60 others left unfunded, though. 
In 2006, voters will go to the polls for a $600 million bond earmarked for library construction. If approved, 
the state can opt to use up to half of the bond proceeds to fund projects left over from this last round, said 
Richard Hall, library bond act manager. 
"It's quite clear we have always gotten way more applications than money available," he said. 
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid, who made the trip to Sacramento, was disappointed. He carried a letter from 
Lemon Grove officials supporting a La Mesa library. Because Lemon Grove returned a construction grant 
it received earlier in the process due to a lack of matching funds, the city's residents could benefit with an 
upgraded facility in neighboring La Mesa, the officials wrote. 
Madrid was left disillusioned with the process, calling it "a lot of behind-the-scenes, political games." He 
and the council will consider other options, including soliciting private donations. 
"I don't want to sound like sour grapes," the mayor said. "We're gonna get a library. It's not a matter of if, 
but when." 
Hall said the passage of Proposition 14, or the Library Bond Act, in 2000 has allowed California to award 
a total of $337 million to 46 projects statewide, including nearly $39 million to four projects in San Diego 
County. Monday's award was the last round of grants from the library act. 
Eight proposals that were left out 
Eight San Diego County libraries failed to get construction grants from the state Office of Library 
Construction. The projects and the amounts sought were: o Alpine Branch Library, Alpine, $2.67 million o 
Escondido Main Library, Escondido, $20 million o Fallbrook Community Library, Fallbrook, $3.97 million o 
La Mesa Community Library, La Mesa, $10.99 million o Ramona Branch Library, Ramona, $5.65 million o 
Rancho del Rey Branch Library, Chula Vista, $11.76 million o Santee Community Library, Santee, $4.83 
million o Skyline Hills Branch Library, San Diego, $7.48 million 
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