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Seniors committee formed, La Mesa agrees to assess needs  
Kathie Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: April 23, 1985 
A committee appointed to study the need for a senior-affairs group in La Mesa is expected to issue its 
recommendation by June 1.  
Appointed by the La Mesa City Council, the five-member Community Relations Advisory Committee met 
yesterday to to map strategy, which includes touring the Adult Recreation Center, Porter Hall and 
Community Center to gather information on what services are provided to seniors. 
The committee also will interview seniors, senior groups, advisors on senior affairs and City Council 
members. 
"It's a lot of work," said City Manager Ron Bradley, the committee's advisor. "La Mesa's unique. There are 
many factions of seniors in the community, all looking for something different. We want to provide the 
best overall program within our budget." 
Mayor Fred Nagel has a group to advise him on senior concerns, which he asked the council to recognize 
as an official body last year. The council denied his proposal, but agreed to have a committee study the 
need for a senior commission. 
Nagel, who first opposed a council-appointed senior commission, asked: "Why reinvent the wheel when 
we have something that's workable?" 
Councilwoman Jerri Lopez said it was important to have any advisory committee selected by the entire 
council. 
"Any group set up by one member of the council is not broadly representative of the community," said 
Lopez, referring to Nagel's commission. 
The committee is composed of Chairman Pat Ridenour, vice chairman Javan Bradley, Craig Sowash, 
Fred Hart and Newell Allen. The committee will meet on the third Monday of each month at 4 p.m. in the 
Conference Room, 8130 Allison Ave. The meetings are open to the public.  
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