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Plan to expand filtration plant stirs controversy in La Mesa
Ozzie Roberts Tribune Staff Writer
Published: June 14,1989
La Mesa city officials say residents near San Diego's Alvarado Filtration Plant at Lake Murray don't have a leg to
stand on in their fight to modify plans for the plant's expansion.

But city staff has been given the go-ahead to meet with staff from the city of San Diego to make sure the
residents' concerns are considered.

Last month residents who live near the plant, which is in the city of San Diego but along La Mesa's western
boundary, objected to San Diego's plans to construct a SO,OOO-square-foot water production laboratory and a
1S,OOO-square-foot classroom and community building near Colorado and Wyoming avenues.

The residents complained to La Mesa city officials, saying they never received proper notification about the
expansion plans and worried that such a project would create traffic and safety problems.

They asked city officials to help them, possibly taking legal action against the city of San Diego.

However Assistant City Manager James O'Grady said in a report to the city council last night that after
researching the situation and meeting with San Diego city staff, La Mesa officials have determined the expansion
plans are being carried out properly and according to state law.

San Diego officials already have made a number of concessions that would make the project more compatible
with the neighborhood.

In a memorandum sent to La Mesa officials by San Diego Councilwoman Judy MCCarty, however, San Diego
City Manager John Lockwood assured that traffic mitigation and plant safety measures sought by the residents
would be made part of the project.

They include construction of 6- to 8-foot-high wall to cut down on noise from the laboratory's 24-hour operation
and installation of a traffic signal at Lake Murray Boulevard and Kiowa Drive.

The filtration plant is located in McCarty's district.

During last night's meeting, residents told of fears about possible gas leaks and major traffic tie-ups near the
plant's entrances and exits.

La Mesa Councilman Art Madrid said there are indications that San Diego is trying to be "a good neighbor" in
this.

"There isn't a whole lot we can do," Madrid said last night. "That plant is on San Diego property, and they can do
whatever they want with it."

"What (the La Mesa residents) are asking the city of San Diego to do is the same as if (one of them) went onto
his neighbor's property and ordered (the neighbor) to paint his house green," he said.

However, the council did vote 4-0, with Councilwoman Jerri Lopez absent, to ask La Mesa city staff to continue
working with the city of San Diego on concerns raised by the residents near the plant.
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