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Madrid kicks off mayoral push in La Mesa
Hopeful highlights crime concerns, raps Councilman Senechal
Karen Kucher Tribune Staff Writer
Published: August 23, 1990
Art Madrid yesterday kicked off his campaign to unseat La Mesa's incumbent mayor, Fred Nagel, by highlighting
his concerns about crime in the city.

During an interview after the event, Madrid also announced that he opposes the re-election of Ed Senechal, a
councilman since 1984, although he declined to endorse one of Senechal's four opponents.

Standing in front of an abandoned building heavily damaged by graffiti, Madrid, a councilman, told a small group
of supporters that La Mesa officials have repeatedly denied that the city has a crime problem.

"My purpose for selecting this site, even though it was almost like an obstacle course, is to focus on those things
that I have been talking about for the last six years: That crime in La Mesa is really unchecked," Madrid said.

"The rhetoric we get from the majority of the council that we have no crime in La Mesa has been like a
camouflage, and we are now paying the price."

Although short on specific proposals, Madrid said the city needs to refocus its attention on crime and reallocate
resources to deal with the issue.

Nagel, La Mesa's mayor for the past six years, vehemently denied that he or other council members have
ignored crime in the city.

"There is crime in La Mesa, and no one has ever denied that there (has) been crime in La Mesa and an increase
of crime in La Mesa," said Nagel, reached by telephone at Norton Air Force Base, where he is serving reserve
duty.

But, he added, La Mesa's crime rate still is comparatively low, "making us one of the safest cities in the county."

Madrid, who has been on the council since 1981, said the vandalized building at 5333 Lake Murray Blvd. reflects
the growing problems that are troubling La Mesa and threatening the quality of life for its residents.

The abandoned building, formerly an ice-skating rink, has suffered more than $400,000 in damage and has
become "a haven for gangs, for drug users, for drug pushers and vagrants for the last three years," Madrid said.

"That damage wasn't caused by our citizens," he said. "It was caused by the criminal element that I have been
talking about and that has been refuted, primarily by the mayor, (who says) that we have no crime in La Mesa."

Nagel said he was surprised Madrid chose graffiti as a campaign issue, especially because the city soon will be
deluged with campaign signs and banners, what he called "political graffiti."

"Graffiti certainly is a problem, but graffiti itself is a misdemeanor," Nagel said.

Madrid also was critical of the city's handling of an ongoing downtown redevelopment project, which he predicted
would be "a marginal development."

"I'm delighted that it's finally going to generate some tax revenue, but the trade-offs on the aesthetics, as far as
I'm concerned, (mean) it's going to be a marginal development to our city," Madrid said of the mixed-use
development being built at Spring Street and La Mesa Boulevard.

Madrid said he was not endorsing any of the five candidates running for council, but he specifically called Ruth
Sterling, William Daly and Barry Jantz "excellent candidates."

Besides Senechal, the other candidate in the race is Jay LaSeur, who made an unsuccessful bid for a council
seat in 1988. LaSeur had been supported by Nagel.

"We need to replace the existing council members with individuals who are sensitive to the community needs
and who aren't special-interest-focused," Madrid said.
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