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La Mesa mayor assails councilman's behavior toward his colleagues
Andrew Lepage Tribune Staff Writer
Published: March 30, 1990
In a memo released this week, La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel has accused Councilman Art Madrid of making "vile,
degrading, inflammatory and downright insulting remarks" about council members.

The Tuesday memo was sent to Madrid to explain why the council stripped him of all outside council assignments in
January.

Throughout the memo, Nagel says Madrid has refused to communicate with fellow council members, which has "made
it difficult for (the council) to function as a team."

In addition, the memo states, "Your poor attendance at board and commission meetings, including early departure and
failure to notify the proper alternate, oftentimes has left La Mesa without its voice being heard on matters of great
importance."

Madrid, who said yesterday he will soon respond in writing to all of the allegations in the memo, dismissed it as a
political ploy.

"Nagel has been hearing all over the city that I'm running for mayor," Madrid said. "The guy is paranoid."

Madrid, who has served on the council since 1981, describes himself as "overqualified" to be mayor. He said he has not
decided whether he will run for the post in the November election. Nagel says he will announce in July or August
whether he will seek re-election.

Councilman Ernest Ewin expressed regret last night that a feud between Nagel and Madrid has not ended, or even
been allayed, after going strong more than two years.

"Their time and energy needs to be spent on the needs of the city," said Ewin, who will not seek re-election this year.
"There's an animosity that is festering, and it's accomplishing nothing for the city."

Asked how the rift between Madrid and Nagel has affected the council, Ewin answered: "How good would the Lakers be
if two of the players were playing their own brand of basketball?"

He labeled Nagel's decision to publicize the memo a sign of an "early campaign VOlley."

"It's distracting to the rest of us, and I suggest Madrid and Nagel make a list of the 10 most important things (facing the
city), and then let's all put in our energy as a team," he said.

But Madrid said he doesn't want to play on Nagel's team.

"I've compromised many times, but a team to (Nagel) is 'my way or no way at all,' " Madrid said.

According to Nagel, Madrid has been complaining to others that he was wrongfully yanked from his committee posts at
the Jan. 9 council meeting. Among Madrid's assignments was representation of La Mesa at meetings of the San Diego
Association of Governments.

At the Jan. 9 council meeting, Madrid asked Nagel why he had been removed. Nagel said he told Madrid that it would
be best if they discussed the reason in the privacy of Nagel's office.

But Madrid said he has refused to meet with Nagel because "Nagel was telling me (to meet with him), not asking me."
Besides, Madrid continued, "I will socialize with the people I value and respect."

At the Jan. 9 meeting, Nagel, Ewin and Councilman Ed Senechal voted to remove Madrid from five committees on
which the councilman served either as the primary representative of the city or as an alternate. Councilwoman Jerri
Lopez was absent.

Ewin said he voted to remove Madrid from the committees only because he thought it was time to shift the assignments
to other council members. Neither Senechal nor Lopez could be reached for comment last night.

In addition to accusing Madrid of refusing to communicate with other council members and of having missed too many
committee meetings, Nagel wrote the following of Madrid in his one-page memo:

"Your continued vile, degrading, inflammatory and downright insulting remarks made publicly with respect to members
of the City Council has given profanity a new meaning."



In a Jan. 18 article in the Reader newspaper about Madrid's insistence that La Mesa police cars be painted the
traditional black and white, Madrid was quoted as calling Senechal and Ewin "spineless little lap-dog puppets" of Nagel.
He also was quoted as saying, "I told Mr. Senechal that if his IQ were 10 points higher, he'd be a tree."

Nagel said he chose this week to answer Madrid's question of why he was removed from the committees because
"there's been pressure on me from the public to disclose those reasons."

Asked what it will take to end the feud between him and Madrid, once friends, Nagel responded: "The door to my office
is open to Mr. Madrid. I'd like to see this resolved. Our energy could be better spent."
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