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Madrid accuses Lopez of racial slur, asks apology, possible resignation
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer
Published: June 12, 1986
La Mesa City Councilman Art Madrid is calling for a public apology and possibly the resignation of fellow Councilwoman
Jerri Lopez for what he said was a racial slur she made during Tuesday's meeting.

He announced yesterday that he will hold a news conference at 10 a.m. June 19 in City Hall.

Lopez made her comment after the council voted to approve a recommendation made by the city's Parks and Recreation
Department to allow the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages at two recreation halls in the city.

Lopez's motion to not accept the recommendation failed 4-1. Madrid then asked for approval of the recommendation,
which passed 4-1.

Following its approval Lopez said, "I would like to see at the end of the year, if in fact, we did derive $2,000 from this action
... I'm saying that the additional staff time, the additional policinq might eat up the $2,000 ... I also think that one ethnic
wedding down in Nan Couts Cottage could blow all the park apart."

The comment sparked no immediate response. However, after the meeting Madrid told reporters that he exercised
enormous restraint in "not punching someone out."

Lopez, who married into that surname, said she intends to exercise the same restraint in not taking Madrid personally.

"Mr. Madrid is easily offended, and that is Mr. Madrid's problem. He can call all the press conferences and news
conferences he wants," she said.

When asked what she meant by her comment, she said, "1 think my statement stands on its own. I think police records
back up my statement. ... And that's about all I have to say. I could add that I'm disgusted at Mr. Madrid. Apparently he
took something personally, and I'm going to take a great effort to not take Mr. Madrid personally."

Madrid, who made available to the media transcripts of the discussion from which the comment was made, said, "No
elected official should be condoned for those types of responses."

Other council members had differing opinions regarding the comment.

Said Mayor Fred Nagel: "I assume she meant weddings where there had been drive-by shootings .... She mentioned
gangs earlier (in the discussion). She was referring to that type of party.

"It was very much inappropriate to be mentioned in the same breath as La Mesa .... We have no history of what she's
referring to here. I feel a great embarrassment for Mrs. Lopez and the council. It (the comment) should have never been
made."

Councilman Ed Senechal said he thinks the issue is a lot of to-do about nothing. "1 don't think she meant anything by it. I
think she meant just one bad party or out-of-line party," he said. "It was a bad choice of words maybe. Sometimes he
(Madrid) wears his feelings on his sleeve. I don't think it's worth all of this."

Councilman Ernest Ewin said he didn't think believe Lopez was trying to be malicious, and that Madrid's demand for a
public apology wasn't the best way to handle the dispute.

"1 don't think the way to resolve it is to make a public spectacle of it," Ewin said. "1 don't think it helps the offender or the
offender. It does nothing to promote good feelings ...."

Madrid, who has served on the council five of the six years Lopez has served, said, "There's never been any love lost
between Jerri and I. I have condoned past indiscretion on her part. It doesn't appeal to me. But I'm not going to condone
racial statements."
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