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When you're in the middle of a war, you look for friends wherever you can find them -- even if they're
7,672 air miles away.
The Chula Vista City Council last night approved sending a letter of support to the people of Israel, an
unusual step into foreign-policy matters for a local government.
The council, along with other city governments in the county, had been asked for "an expression of your
support for Israel at this difficult time" by that country's consul general in Los Angeles. Ran Ronen,
Israel's consul general for the southwestern United States, suggested in a Jan. 29 letter to the late Mayor
Gayle McCandliss that "you consider writing a letter expressing your solidarity with the state and the
people of Israel."
The city staff had recommended that the council simply receive and file the letter, because the council
"has not in the past taken a position on matters of this nature."
And while acknowledging that tradition, Councilman David Malcolm, who has worn a small yellow ribbon
on the lapel of his jacket as an expression of support for U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf War since fighting
broke out, said the city should make an exception in this case.
"I think their restraint has saved our men thousands of lives," Malcolm said, referring to Israel's not
retaliating against Iraq following missile attacks on Israeli cities.
"Normally, we don't get into diplomatic affairs, but I believe this request is appropriate," Malcolm said.
The motion to have Mayor Pro Tem Leonard Moore write a supporting letter passed on a unanimous 4-0
vote.
At least one mayor in the county, La Mesa's Art Madrid, indicated he did not favor following Chula Vista's
lead.
Madrid said yesterday afternoon that he believed local governments should not concern themselves with
foreign policy. The matter will come up at the next La Mesa council meeting.
In his letter, Consul General Ronen wrote that any letter of support would be forwarded to the Israeli
government in Jerusalem, and he also offered to "personally assist" council members who would want to
visit Israel.
The trip, Ronen said, "would, of course, include a visit to Patriot missile battery sites, manned by
Americans and Israelis."
The consul general has sent the same letter to other municipalities in the county, including Escondido,
Del Mar, EI Cajon, La Mesa, Lemon Grove and National City, according to officials in those cities.
It was sent out after the consulate received unsolicited expressions of support for Israel from individuals
and governments since the outbreak of the war, said Tsuriel Raphael, the deputy consul general for Israel
in Los Angeles.
"We know we have a lot of friends and supporters out there," he said yesterday. "We thought it would be
a good idea to offer potential ideas for friends and supporters who want to express support for Israel at
this time."
In another matter related to the war, the council directed City Manager John Goss to meet with
representatives of the four unions representing city employees to revise the military-leave benefit for
employees who are reservists and may be called to active duty.
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