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Madrid wins 4th term, but will be in minority
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Mayor Art Madrid won a fourth term, but he is now a minority of one on the City Council.

Three other council members endorsed his opponent, Councilman Dave Allan, and Allan has two years left in his
term, which leaves Madrid without allies on the board.

Madrid and council members downplayed the division yesterday and said they would work together to answer
looming questions about the city's budget and a potential bond measure for new police and fire stations.

"I can work with anybody," Madrid said. "The real proof of the pudding is whether or not they want to be part of a
team. It's still a democracy. You still have to have three votes."

Councilman Barry Jantz and former Councilman Ernie Ewin were elected to four-year terms. The two council
candidates campaigned with Allan, using each other's supporters to canvass neighborhoods for all three men.

Madrid has alienated some past and present council members with a leadership style they say is too abrasive for
colleagues and the community.

In the campaign, Allan suggested that Madrid considers the council to be a kingdom.

Madrid says such statements are the work of people resorting to personal attacks because they can't hit him on
issues.

Ewin, who served on the council from 1985 to 1990, said the differences will not matter as long as the council
members communicate with one another.

"Obviously there have been some differences in the past," he said. "As far as I'm concerned, there is nothing
really to prove. There are just some issues to address. I'm really hopeful that we'll get down to the city's
business."

Jantz said the campaign clearly showed that voters were looking for experienced leaders. Madrid's 22 years of
City Council experience overshadowed Allan's two years on the board. And Jantz and Ewin easily outdistanced
the other two candidates who had never served on the council.

Jantz said he viewed the election as a fresh start for each council member.

"We're probably going to have some differences," he said. "But clearly everybody on the council has the same
goal in mind of keeping services at a level that is expected of a great city."

Councilwoman Ruth Sterling rounds out the council. A longtime foe of Madrid's, she supported and gave money
to Allan and Ewin in their races. "The mayor should set the pace and he should not alienate his council, but bring
his council together," she said.

She added that Allan's 45 percent vote total should send a clear message to Madrid. "It means that everything in
this city is not going perfect, that there is room for improvement," she said.

Allan said as much in the campaign, but after calling Madrid to congratulate him just past midnight, he vowed "to
put everything aside."

Allan said the campaign "worked toward the betterment of La Mesa," and he said the council discussions to
come will stick to the issues.

"He is the mayor and I am a councilman, and he is one vote and I am one vote."
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