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Mayor race heats up in La Mesa
Karen Kucher Tribune Staff Writer
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In a race that pits two experienced city leaders against each other, La Mesa Councilman Art Madrid will
try to unseat Mayor Fred Nagel in the November election.
The matchup between the two longtime council members, which was officially established Friday when
Madrid filed candidate papers with the city, was not unexpected.
The race promises to be interesting. Noting past conflicts, insiders are predicting the political battle will
get dirty, although both candidates say they plan to concentrate on issues.
"1 do not anticipate it to be a tough campaign or a bitter campaign," said Nagel, "because I'm confident the
people approve of my record as the mayor. When they judge me on Nov. 6, the employer-employee
evaluation will come out with me being (mayor) for another four years."
Madrid is equally confident victory is within his grasp.
"First, last and foremost, I'm going to win," Madrid said.
Although the two have served on the council together for nine years, their relationship has become
increasingly stormy, occasionally erupting into public clashes.
Two years ago, Nagel actively opposed Madrid's re-election campaign and endorsed challenger Jay
LaSuer.
Earlier this year, Nagel stripped Madrid of all outside council assignments and reassigned the positions to
other council members.
In a memo later released to the media, Nagel explained that he took the action because of Madrid's poor
attendance at the meetings and his refusal to communicate with fellow council members.
Madrid, however, called the action "political reprisals."
Madrid says La Mesa needs a strong leader who will provide direction for the future. Chief among his
concerns are a rising level of crime in the city and fiscal management.
"If I'm there as mayor I will operate in a fashion of openness and one of mutual respect for the opinions of
my colleagues, rather than trying to suffocate their views or intimidate them," Madrid said. "1 will be
providing ethical leadership to the office."
Madrid said the city has no vision and is "reactive, rather than proactive."
Nagel, however, says a lot of "positive things" have happened in the city during his six years as mayor.
He is seeking another four-year term, he said, to make sure they continue.
"1 don't see that happening if I don't run for mayor," Nagel said.
Nagel, 55, owns a Chula Vista-based electronics manufacturing firm. He has been on the City Council
since 1978, the last six as La Mesa's mayor.
Madrid, also 55, is director of governmental relations for Pacific Bell. He has two years left on his council
seat and has been on the council since 1981.
Two council seats also will be filled in November. As of Friday, four candidates had filed for the race:
Councilman Ed Senechal; LaSuer, a captain with the San Diego Sheriff's Department who ran
unsuccessfully in 1988; William R. Daly, a transportation consultant; and Ruth Sterling, a nurse.
Four others have taken out nominating papers, but not yet filed them. Since Councilman Ernie Ewin is not
seeking re-election, the filing period was extended to Wednesday.
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