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With two massive housing projects slated for the city's last undeveloped hillside, Carol Ferrer-Jones
asked council members last night to remember the critters.
Ferrer-Jones, who has lived in La Mesa for two years, says the brush-covered Eastridge hillside is home
to a wide range of wildlife, including gray foxes, coyotes, raccoons, opossums and hawks.
Residents became concerned recently when the Navy, the developer of one of the housing projects,
began clearing brush to prepare for grading on the eastern slope of the hillside.
She asked the City Council to work with the Navy to relocate the animals and give them a chance to
survive.
"We want the City Council to know that this problem does need to be addressed," said Ferrer-Jones, who
presented the council with a petition containing 67 signatures.
Council members did not take formal action last night, but they assured Ferrer-Jones the city would do
what it can.
"We'll cooperate. Let me assure you of that," said Mayor Art Madrid.
At least one council member, though, felt that trapping the animals and moving them elsewhere would be
futile.
"They will be back. Most of the areas of the city ... have numerous inhabitants," said Councilwoman Lu-
Gray Hill, citing a family of skunks and one of raccoons who live on or travel to her property.
Jeanne Light, a spokeswoman for the Navy's division overseeing construction projects, said Navy officials
first learned of the sighting of gray foxes last week during a meeting of the city's Navy housing task force.
Light stressed that the Navy wants to be a good neighbor and plans to study ways to ease concerns
about the wildlife.
"We're still looking into it," she said before the meeting. "We want to do what's best for the animals."
The Navy has not decided whether it will trap animals such as gray foxes and move them to wilderness
areas, Light said, since some wildlife experts contend it could cause more harm.
She said the gray fox was never spotted on Navy property when environmental surveys were done.
The naval housing project will consist of 244 condominium-style units spread over 50 acres.
So far, the property has been cleared of brush. Further grading and blasting may begin in March, with
construction beginning in April at the earliest. The housing complex may open its doors by November
1992.
Earlier this month, the City Council approved a tentative tract map for a 230-unit residential project that
will be built on the western slope of the hillside.
The project, proposed by Wardley Development Inc., would include 56 acres of open space for wildlife
habitat, including the blacktailed gnatcatcher.
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