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La Mesa gives warm approval to incumbents
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer
Published: November 10, 1994
The incumbent mayor and city councilmen had a big advantage that all but assured their re-election: most people seemed to
think they were doing a pretty good job.

That's what the winners, as well as a longtime observer of La Mesa politics, were saying yesterday, .

"The perception in La Mesa is that it's a pretty well-governed community," said Gordon Austin, La Mesa Chamber of
Commerce executive vice president. "And absent any dissension ... it's hard to find reasons to get rid of the incumbents.

"I think what (the result) says is that there was no major issue in La Mesa to cause the voters to say, Throw the rascals out.'
"

In the final tally of Tuesday's balloting, Mayor Art Madrid easily won a second term, gaining 47.2 percent of the 19,000 votes
cast. His longtime rival, former Mayor Fred Nagel, came in second with 34.7 percent. Newcomer Kevin Foley finished last,
but with 18.1 percent did surprisingly well for someone with no government experience or name recognition.

Incumbents Jay LaSuer and Barry Jantz, both elected in 1990, easily won the four-way race for two council seats,
pummeling Planning Commissioner Rick Knepper and former Councilman Ed Senechal. LaSuer got 33.8 percent of the vote,
Jantz 32.7 percent, Knepper 17.5 and Senechal 16.

City Treasurer Kenneth Trent, running unopposed, got 12,246 votes.

"It appears to me that people are satisfied with the direction we're taking, and they have confidence in the people who are in
office now," LaSuer said. "They're happy with the way the city's being run."

Echoed Jantz: "Clearly, the voters are saying they're pleased with the way things are going."

Madrid described the incumbent sweep as a vote of confidence.

"I think it's a reaffirmation that the public is satisfied," he said. "It's a reaffirmation that they had a known quantity rather than
somebody who was dealing on promises and pledges."

Nagel, who narrowly lost to Madrid in 1990's head-to-head race, blamed his defeat this time on Foley's candidacy, which he
said split the vote.

"I'm deeply disappointed," he said. "I believe Kevin Foley was purposely put in the race to be a spoiler, and he certainly did
that."

Foley denied that assertion, saying he ran to give voters an option other than Nagel or Madrid. "I feel I did OK," he said. "I
wish I did better."

Both races, for mayor and council, were unusual because they featured losers in the last election trying to make comebacks.
The odds were against Nagel and Senechal from the start, said the chamber's Austin.

"Historically, nationwide, the record of ... coming back and retaking that office is dismal," he said. "It rarely happens ...
unless your successor has done some horrendous thing. We didn't have that in La Mesa."

As for what lies ahead in the next four years, the re-elected incumbents pledged to bring in more redevelopment to boost
revenues in the city of 50,000, and to hold the line on taxes and expenditures.

"First and foremost, there will be no utility users' tax," said LaSuer, repeating what lately had become a campaign mantra of
the incumbents. "I want it to be an affordable city. I want it to be a safe city. My grandkids live here, too."

Each of the three incumbents received $1,675 donations from Cox Cable last week to pay for a last-minute mailer stating
opposition to a utility tax. Such a tax was never a threat; it was an advisory committee recommendation quashed months
ago. But challengers found it difficult to refute campaign allegations that they would be pro-tax.

In the end, Nagel and the others had few issues upon which to draw support for an anti-incumbent campaign, Madrid said.

"If you look at the local races throughout the balance of the region, at least one incumbent lost ... but not in La Mesa," he
said. "It's because we assessed what the needs were, and then we delivered."
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