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Fifth term agrees with the mayor of La Mesa
Madrid shakes off 2 rivals and charges of arrogance
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Mayor Art Madrid won the support of only half the city's voters Tuesday, but it was enough to stave off two
challengers who targeted him for his long tenure and sometimes brusque personality.

Madrid's re-election was hardly a mandate. His opponents, bookstore owner Craig Maxwell and city Treasurer
Jim Stieringereach, picked up about 25 percent of the vote.

They said it was time for change and sought to portray Madrid, a veteran of 26 years on the City Council, as
arrogant.

Madrid, elected to his fifth term as mayor, says he is accessible. Residents should "judge me on my results and
experience ... and not whether I am the most personable person in the world," he said.

Maxwell, 43, and Stieringer, 65, homed in on the mayor's leadership style. Specifically, they criticized his
handling of a much-publicized confrontation earlier this year between the council and a resident that turned into
a debate over free speech.

In late January, the city attorney sent a letter to resident Chris Tanner threatening him with a lawsuit over
comments he made during a council meeting. After a public outcry, the council retracted the letter. Madrid was
the only one who did not apologize.

It was the issue that launched his opponents' campaigns. Maxwell contends that had Stieringer not been in the
race, "I think I would have given Art a very good run for his money."

Madrid, 72, said voters saw past the matter.

"If people are really sincere and honest with themselves, this is a better community since I've been mayor," he
said.

The retired telephone company executive said he is looking forward to a new police station that will be built with
proceeds from a bond measure approved by voters in 2004. He said civic center improvements are also
planned, as is the revitalization of the Village and University Avenue.

Maxwell sees the outcome differently.

"There are a lot of people who deeply, deeply resent Madrid's treatment of the citizens of La Mesa," Maxwell
said. And while he was disappointed with the election's outcome, Maxwell said he would remain involved in city
issues.

In the race for city treasurer, Eldon "Bud" Vogt, a certified public accountant, easily defeated James W. Wieboldt,
a collision investigator with the Sheriffs Department.

The race for two council seats was decided before the election, as incumbent Ernie Ewin and second-grade
teacher Mark Arapostathis ran unopposed.
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