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Three panels to help La Mesa's council
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Three commissions, including one dormant for six years, will soon become the "eyes and ears" of the City
Council on issues ranging from hate crimes to the needs of senior citizens.
The council voted last night to create two new commissions and revive an old one to meet periodically
and advise members on human relations, youth and aging matters.
"There are a lot of activities taking place that weren't unique to La Mesa several years ago," said Mayor
Art Madrid after the meeting. "It's imperative that we have additional eyes and ears giving us a different
perspective. "
The two new commissions will address the respective concerns of those in the 13-to-20 age group and of
those 55 and older.
The nine-member Youth Advisory Commission will meet in October, and the seven-member Commission
on Aging will meet in January.
Members of the renamed Human Relations Advisory Commission, which last met in 1985, will meet in
July to discuss goals and projects for the coming year.
Its mission statement includes the sponsorship of an annual event to promote positive human relations in
this city of 53,000.
Besides promoting diversity in the community, Madrid said, he hopes the commission will also tackle such
nitty-gritty issues as graffiti and hate crimes.
The commission, formerly called the Community Relations Advisory Commission, was first formed in
1971 and was given a mission to "solve people problems which may develop in the city of La Mesa."
The role of the commission fluctuated through the years, taking on social services in one year and
affirmative action the next.
Meetings were held irregularly, sometimes several years apart. In 1985, the commission briefly regrouped
to study whether the city should form a commission on senior affairs.
In other action last night, the council introduced an ordinance to tighten rules governing the use of alcohol
during outdoor events in the downtown village area.
The proposed guidelines prohibit the possession of an alcoholic beverage except in areas designated for
alcohol consumption, such as the beer garden set up during the city's annual Oktoberfest.
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