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Voters re-elect mayor, 2 on council
'advantages' seen
Tara Weingarten Staff Writer
Published: November 6, 1986
It's expected to be business as usual following the overwhelming re-election of the mayor and two city council members here.

Mayor Fred Nagel and Councilmen Ernie Ewin and Ed Senechal, all of whom were appointed to their respective positions in
the previous term, say the council has learned to work with the city staff and will be able to continue that understanding during
the next four-year term.

"There are some real advantages to having the same council," Ewin said yesterday. "The council members have all gotten
used to how each of us works, and I think this lends some continuity to the city."

Nagel clinched a victory with 9,590 votes, or 58 percent of the vote, over opponent Pat Fordem (6,891 votes, or 41 percent).
Fordem had run a campaign promising to open communications between city hall and the community.

Ewin received 10,396 votes, or 39.8 percent; Senechal received 9,691 votes, or 37 percent, for the council positions.
Candidate Brad Boswell, who had targeted and campaigned against an increasing transient population and prostitution in the
city, got 6,005 ballots, or 23 percent of the votes.

Ewin yesterday said he was "relieved" at his victory and said he plans to open the doors at city hall to all La Mesa residents to
encourage more participation from the community.

"I have no doubt that it can be done, and the way to do that is to take away the mystique (of city government) by holding
regular town meetings," he said.

Ewin, 38, said he hopes to solicit community involvement next year for the city's 75th anniversary celebration.

Senechal, 64, said he's happy the community voted to retain the council because, as an elected body, it has been "very
productive and has gotten along really well."

Senechal said he plans to help the city resolve its problems with the police department over the issue of ambulance service.
La Mesa is the last city in the county to have police officers serving as emergency medical technicians.

The city is negotiating a new contract with the police department. Council members refused to comment on whether they will
force officers to continue to drive ambulances.

Senechal also said he will continue to take an active role in plans for the new city hall complex and the Fletcher Parkway
redevelopment program.

Defeated mayoral candidate Fordem said she attributed her loss to a statewide trend by voters to re-elect incumbents.

"We worked awfully hard and gave it a good try," she said. "But at least we gave the voters a choice. I didn't feel it was right
that he (Nagel) should run unopposed. Nagel can't be too cocky because we got almost 7,000 votes. That says something."

Boswell, 27, said he lost his bid for a council seat because of his age and because people were comfortable voting for an
incumbent.

"It was a tough race and I was their (Ewin's and Senechal's) only challenger," he said. "Someone had to keep them (the
incumbents) honest. But I believe that people have gotten so ho-hum about the issues that they just figured it would be easy
to vote for the incumbents."

Boswell had promised to lobby for a citywide moratorium on motel construction, claiming that a recent proliferation of motels
has fostered a sub-society of transients and prostitution.

WINNER'S PROFILE

La Mesa Mayor Fred F. Nagel, Jr. Age: 51 Family: Married with two children Occupation: Owns Chula Vista-based electronics
manufacturing firm, EMI Political experience: Current Mayor of La Mesa; twice elected to City Council
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