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More cops will be on hand for car show
Drunkenness and littering are concern
Norberto Santana Jr. STAFF WRITER
Published: June 29, 2000
Police patrols will be stepped up Thursday nights following the city's increasingly popular car
show.

"They may accuse us of being overbearing, but we're going to do whatever it takes to protect La
Mesa residents and our guests from hooliganism," said La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid. "Right now,
it's not a matter of cost but providing public safety."

Some merchants and residents voiced concerns that their local streets were becoming littered in
the show's wake and public drunkenness was increasing in the hours after the show's end at 8:30
p.rn.

In addition to a stepped-up police presence, the City Council this week endorsed several changes
to the show that had been proposed by the city staff. Most already had been implemented by
show organizers, the Downtown Merchants Association.

Under the revisions, Third Street will remain open during the remainder of the car shows.
Association organizers already had moved vendors from the site after business owners
complained.

And portable toilets will be provided during the shows starting Thursday, in response to nearby
resident complaints that some attendees were urinating on their yards.

Responding to the concerns of show organizers, council members decided not to endorse city
staff recommendations that parking spaces reserved for customers until 5:30 p.m. be expanded
from 24 to 30.

George Felix, wno oversees the show for the merchants group, said the reserve spaces had
already been misinterpreted by many car show attendees as a general restriction on parking. He
said that misunderstanding reduced attendance by 40 percent.

"We're slowly winning some of those people back. But if I lose any more cars, we won't have a
show," Felix said.
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Although a city survey sent out on the show drew an even amount of support and opposition for
the car show in its current form, proponents of the show heavily outnumbered opponents at
Tuesday's City Council hearing.
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