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Madrid wants to rescind Jackson Drive vote
Karen Kucher Tribune Staff Writer
Published: December 13, 1990
Even though it is probably too late to matter, La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid wants the City Council to take
back its support of the controversial Jackson Drive extension project.
Nearly two months ago, the La Mesa council voted 3-2 to send a resolution of support to the San Diego
City Council favoring extending Jackson Drive through Mission Trails Regional Park. The endorsement
had been sought by San Diego Councilwoman Judy McCarty, a strong proponent of the project.
After hearing presentations from both sides, three council members supported the resolution -- then-
Mayor Fred Nagel and then-Councilmen Ernie Ewin and Ed Senechal. All three left office earlier this
month.
The San Diego City Council subsequently voted 5-4 in favor of the project.
But the issue, at least in La Mesa, is not yet dead.
This week, Madrid asked his colleagues to rescind the resolution. The mayor said the earlier vote had
been political, rather than a meaningful vote based on facts.
"I don't want to be part of an organization that passes out meaningless resolutions on issues. In my
judgment, that was a political resolution and it wasn't a substantive resolution," Madrid said.
"We have to maintain a relationship with the city of San Diego, but we also have to be our own council."
Madrid said there was not adequate information presented to the council in October for them to make an
informed decision.
''There (were) a myriad, a plethora of unanswered questions that I wanted to (get answered)," Madrid
said.
Councilwoman Jerri Lopez, who also voted against the resolution, agreed that the earlier vote had been
political.
"It really and truly was a political thing. It's still a political football," said Lopez, who said she would support
drafting a resolution that opposes the project.
But at Tuesday's council meeting, new Councilmen Barry Jantz and Jay LaSuer balked at making an
immediate decision about the issue.
"I haven't been presented with any information that would make me want to nullify the vote of a sitting
council at that time," LaSuer said. "I don't see where I have the information that would cause me to
believe that the vote that was taken was incorrect."
Jantz said that if the council voted to "null and void" the resolution without taking any stand, the action
would be interpreted as the council's opposing the Jackson Drive extension.
Madrid directed city staff to provide Jantz and LaSuer with background information on the issue. He also
said the city should invite representatives -- no more than two from each side -- to come and make their
presentations in front of the council before another vote is taken.
The matter is expected to come before the council in the next two months -- most likely after a fifth
member is seated.
McCarty could not be reached for comment.
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