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After four ballots, the La Mesa City Council last night appointed a longtime community activist, Lu-Gray
Hill, to fill a vacant council seat.
Hill, a vice president at Grossmont Bank, said she was delighted by the appointment, which she credited
to her years of community involvement. Hill served seven years on the city's Planning Commission.
The council seat, with a term that expires in 1992, was left vacant earlier this month when Art Madrid
resigned the post to assume the mayor's post.
Hill, 60, was chosen over two recent council candidates, Ruth Sterling and William Daly. Sterling, who
was favored by Madrid, was the third-highest vote-getter in the Nov. 6 election.
"Of course I'm disappointed," Sterling said shortly after Hill was sworn in. "But we put up a good battle,
didn't we? We tried real hard."
The appointment was not easy for the council.
On the first ballot, each council member picked a different candidate for the post from among the 13 who
had applied.
Madrid nominated Sterling -- a choice he maintained throughout the four ballots. Councilman Barry Jantz
nominated Hill.
Councilwoman Jerri Lopez supported Daly, a 73-year-old transportation consultant who finished last in a
field of five in the November election. Councilman Jay LaSuer nominated Donna Aim, a current planning
commissioner.
Lopez and LaSuer ended up switching their votes during the three subsequent ballots until a council
majority -- Lopez, LaSuer and Jantz -- agreed on Hill.
During the official vote on the appointment, Madrid also supported Hill - making the selection unanimous.
Hill, a La Mesa resident since 1951, said she had planned to run for the City Council in November, but
decided against it after she changed jobs in July.
Hill plans to seek re-election in two years but said she would not list her name on the ballot as an
incumbent.
As for her new job, Hill said she doesn't have a specific agenda in mind.
"First, I have to do my homework and find out what's been going on. I have a lot of catching up to do," Hill
said after the meeting.
Other candidates who applied for the post were John Q. Adams, a member of the city's Community
Services Commission and a retired La Mesa-Spring Valley school district employee; attorney Michael
Adkins; Lawrence Crosby, editor of the SDSU Earth News; Ed HOllingsworth, a drama teacher at
Grossmont High School; Anten Kraemer, a certified public accountant; Bob Miller, a county employee;
Karin Stevenson, a veterinarian technician; Steve J. Thomas, a self-employed journalist who writes under
the name Steve Saint; and Susan Wolfe-Fleming, an instructional aide at La Mesa Middle School.
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