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Vice mayor of La Mesa quits for health reasons
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Vice Mayor Jerri Lopez, the first woman elected to the La Mesa City Council and its longest-serving
member, is resigning for undisclosed medical reasons.
The resignation, submitted in a letter to Mayor Art Madrid, was announced at Tuesday's council session.
Madrid said he was "deeply saddened by Jerri's resignation and the circumstances that prompted this
action."
"I can't say enough about her contributions not only to La Mesa, but also to the entire county through her
active membership and participation on key regional boards and commissions," he said. "She will be
sorely missed by everyone at City Hall."
Lopez, 62, a homemaker, was elected to the council in April 1980. She was granted a 90-day medical
leave of absence in April and was scheduled to have returned to the council this month.
She previously has declined to comment publicly on the medical condition. She could not be reached for
comment.
The City Council must either appoint a successor by Aug. 14 to serve the remaining year of her four-year
term or call a special election in November to fill the vacancy.
City Manager Dave Wear said a special election would cost the city about $60,000.
A city planning commissioner for 2 1/2 years before winning her council seat, Lopez was La Mesa's
representative on the Metropolitan Transit Board and the Southern California Joint Powers Insurance
Authority. She is the chairman of the Heartland Fire Training Facility Authority and vice chair of the
Heartland Communications Facility Commission.
Wear said Lopez was very involved in a number of city redevelopment programs and was a moving force
behind the city's recycling program.
Also at yesterday's meeting, the council reluctantly approved an increase in trash-collection costs that will
apply mainly to commercial and construction sites where trash is disposed of in large bins or dumpsters ..
The increase of $5 per ton of trash was prompted by a corresponding hike in landfill fees charged by the
county. County officials are proposing $5-per-ton incremental increases for landfill use by cities using
county-operated landfills.
The first increase this month would raise fees to $23 per ton from $18 per ton.
Madrid and other council members contended that such an across-the-board county increase unfairly
penalizes La Mesa -- which is planning for recycling and reduced landfill use -- and should fall instead on
the North County and other areas that use more of the landfill space.
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