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City won't tolerate surge in violence, La Mesa mayor says
Mark Arner STAFF WRITER
Published: February 5, 2005
Mayor Art Madrid is angry. Angry about a street race last Saturday that sent three people to the hospital. Angry
about a shooting hours later that injured two. Angry about several other recent violent crimes that have
endangered local residents.

Calling those responsible "spineless hooligans:' Madrid said in a letter published in yesterday's East County
edition of The San Diego Union-Tribune that "every resource available to the city, including support from other
law enforcement agencies, will be used to assure that all criminal activity in La Mesa will be the most regrettable
experience of these lowlifes."

Madrid said yesterday he had no regrets about his tone.

"Sometimes you have to get the message across so that the criminal element in the region recognizes that La
Mesa is not going to tolerate that kind of' behavior, he said.

Acting Police Chief Alan Lanning said officers are doing everything they can to combat crime. He noted that
violent crime in the city has fallen sharply for several years.

The rate of violent crime dropped 30 percent from 2000 through the first six months of last year, according to the
San Diego Association of Governments. The city now has a rate of 3.1 violent crimes per 1,000 residents.

The average violent crime rate for the entire county is 4.7 per 1,000 residents, according to SANDAG.

However, property crime in La Mesa has moved in the opposite direction, rising 39 percent during the same
period, according to SANDAG.

Police in La Mesa and other East County cities say they have been challenged by increasing numbers of gang
members who have been forced from San Diego by court injunctions.

"Gang members don't pay attention to city boundaries," Lanning said. "There's bound to be some spillover from
other cities.

"What we try to do as law enforcement is to make sure we understand what crime trends are out there and to
make sure we focus our efforts on working with other agencies in the region to fight it."

The most recent incidents have not been tied to gangs. Late last Saturday, two teenagers and a 33-year-old man
were seriously injured in a crash that police say happened during an illegal street race on Fletcher Parkway.

The investigation has not concluded. No one has been arrested.

Hours later, a man and a teenager were shot during a confrontation in a Morro Way apartment. The injuries were
not life-threatening. No one has been arrested.

Mark Arner: (619) 542-4556; mark.arner@uniontrib.com

Copyright 2005 Union-Tribune Publishing Co.


