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SANDAG wins right to review grant requests over SD County  
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The San Diego Association of Governments has been picked as the area clearinghouse for review of 
federal grant applications, winning a contest with county government over the designation.  
"This is a victory which at times was very shaky," said La Mesa Mayor George Bailey, his city's 
representative to the association. 
Association officials were notified that the agency had been selected by the governor's Office of Planning 
and Research after an eight-month study of documents presented by the association and the county. 
The clearinghouse reviews state, federal and federally assisted programs affecting the San Diego region 
to ensure that they are consistent with local plans and programs. 
The county, which dropped out of the association in 1980, had asked for a limited designation as an area 
wide clearinghouse on grant requests that directly affect areas under county jurisdiction, such as social 
services, public health and air-quality management. 
The association, which already serves as a clearinghouse on an interim basis, had asked to be the sole 
clearinghouse for all federal grant requests in the San Diego area. 
In a letter to association and county officials, Huston Carlyle, director of the Office of Planning and 
Research, said a governor's order encourages state and local officials to provide coordinated comments 
about federal grant requests. 
The association was chosen as the clearinghouse despite a "recognition that there exists, regrettably, a 
less-than-suitable working relationship ... between the county and association -- a situation which does 
not generate maximum benefit to the hundreds of thousands of people living within the boundaries of 
these two entities," Carlyle said. 
In fiscal 1984, the association clearinghouse received 95 applications for federal grants totaling $397 
million in federal money, to be matched with $255 million in other money. The agency also reviewed 13 
projects under the California Environmental Quality Act, including environmental reports on La Jolla 
Valley, State 52 and Otay Mesa.  
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