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RV owners dealt blow on parking  
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Recreational-vehicle owners in La Mesa are going to have to comply with the city's RV parking 
regulations or store their motorhomes or boats elsewhere, says the city council.  
To the dismay of about 20 RV owners lobbying for relief from the current parking restrictions, the council 
last night decided to maintain its existing RV ordinance and have the city's Planning Commission review 
possible amendments. 
Most of the vehicle owners, from a neighborhood northeast of Fletcher Parkway, had received violation 
notices in November for illegally parking their vehicles on or around their property. 
"They were parked on the lawn, over the street, into the sidewalk," said Planning Department Director 
David Wear. 
The current ordinance allows RV parking anywhere on a single-family residential lot as long as the 
vehicle is not blocking a driveway, is set back at least 10 feet from the face of a curb so as not to 
encroach on the public right of way, and is in a place defined by landscaping walls or fences and a hard 
parking surface. 
The state vehicle code prohibits on-street storage of RVs, Wear said. 
Current regulations define a recreational vehicle as a boat and boat trailer, camper, motorhome, travel 
trailer, tent trailer or dune buggy. 
In October, the city's code-compliance officer investigated a complaint of an illegally parked RV on 
Blanchard Road and discovered several similar violations in the same area. 
After violation notices were issued, neighbors presented the city with a petition signed by more than 50 of 
the area's residents, most of whom reside on Blanchard or Southern roads. Residents said they felt 
"singled out of the whole city unfairly," and asked for relief from the ordinance. 
"(The vehicles) are not an eyesore," Patricia Beatty of Blanchard Road told the council. "There have 
never been any complaints from ... neighbors on our streets." 
Said Councilwoman Jerri Lopez: "I receive more complaints about RVs than any other home ownership 
issue." 
Paul Tiihonen of Southern Road complained that the space between his garage and the road is too short 
to allow him to comply with the ordinance. 
"I drive that RV up as far as I can get it (against the garage)," he said. "I can't see why somebody has the 
right to ... tell me I've got to get rid of my vehicle. ..." 
Saying he felt the regulation was "reasonable," Wear recommended the council keep the existing 
ordinance. He also proposed that the Planning Commission study a possible amendment to clarify the 
meaning of a "hard surface" required to park RVs and to determine how much of a lot could be covered 
by such a surface for parking purposes. 
"In theory, one could pave his entire lot and make it an RV parking lot," Wear told the council. 
With Mayor Fred Nagel absent, the council accepted the recommendation and approved a motion by 
Councilman Ernie Ewin to postpone enforcement of the violations until reviews by the Planning 
Commission and council. 
RV owners were told they would have the opportunity to air their views at both meetings. 
Particularly maddening to residents, they say, is their feeling that no public right of way is being violated 
as none of the homes in question have sidewalks. 
"I don't really feel that (council members) were even aware what the circumstances were," said Beatty, 
who has lived at her Blanchard Road home for 22 years. "These homes are 35 years old. They cannot do 
anything as far as adjusting the property is concerned. Because we don't have a sidewalk area where 
anybody would be (walking), we don't really feel we are infringing on the public's access."  
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