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One issue reverberates through the campaign races for La Mesa mayor and two city council seats ---- 
downtown redevelopment.  
Challengers generally argue that redevelopment has proceeded slowly while the incumbent mayor and 
two councilmen defend the pace of the multimillion-dollar city refurbishment. 
Mayor Fred Nagel has only one opponent ---- Pat Fordem, 53, of the 4000 block of Yale Avenue, La 
Mesa. Fordem is competing for the top elective post formerly held by her husband, Paul Fordem, a former 
county supervisor. 
The race for two city council seats has two appointed incumbents, Ernie Ewin and Ed Senechal, pitted 
against a potential newcomer, Brad Boswell, for two four-year terms, which pay $500 per month. The two 
top vote-getters in the three-person race will win the council seats. 
City Treasurer Ken Trent is running unopposed for his seat, which he's held for the past 10 years. He will 
retain the position for another four years. 
The city has a $30.8 million annual budget and has 263 employees. 
In the race for mayor, challenger Fordem said, "My No. 1 issue is to get the police out of the ambulance 
service and back on the streets. I discovered through precinct walking, people don't want ambulance 
drivers, they want police officers. That's my top priority, if elected. 
"I know that violent crime has increased 60 percent, I have it in black and white," she contends. 
But Nagel argues that his opponent has misrepresented the facts. Nagel contends a San Diego 
Association of Governments annual report shows that La Mesa is the third-safest city in the county. 
Fordem said she would like to have an open-door policy in the city and re-establish communication with 
the citizens. "When you don't have communication you act as though you've been anointed rather than 
appointed to that position. And that's the way the current opponent is coming across." 
She cites as an example of Nagel's "lack of leadership" the block of land in downtown La Mesa -- at 
Spring Street and La Mesa Boulevard -- that's been dormant for the past six years. "That's probably the 
most expensive parking lot in East County. That's all it's used for ..." 
Nagel, 51, of the 7600 block of El Paso Street, was appointed mayor in 1984, and at that time had served 
on the city council for six years. He owns a company that manufacturers components for computers. In 
addition to his business income, he receives $12,000 a year as mayor. 
His goals are to see to the completion of downtown redevelopment, completion of the Fletcher Parkway 
redevelopment and beautification project, and the start-up of a beautification program for El Cajon 
Boulevard. 
Nagel didn't mention the vacant piece of downtown land at Spring Street that is slated for redevelopment 
as a multimillion-dollar mixed-use project because, he said, "there's no doubt in my mind we will not be 
having a ground breaking this year. We came close to announcing one this month. We're within a few 
dollars of securing lenders for the project." 
Nagel said he sees no need in establishing an open-door policy when one already exists. "My office is 
always open. I'm in City Hall six to seven hours a day. And I even answer my phone half the time. I'm 
more accessible than any Fordem has ever been in elected office. When citizens do call me with 
problems, I instruct them to come to the meetings. ...It takes three votes to decide anything. The best 
place to resolve things is at city council meetings during oral communications. That is the best forum 
there is." 
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What he feels citizens are most concerned with are density, growth and crime. "Density, because of what 
went on in the 1970s under Paul Fordem. There was a lot of building. During that time there were 70 to 
80 units per acre. Now it's 18 units per acres." 
Growth and density is under control and so is crime because crime is directly related to growth and 
density, Nagel said. 
In the race for the two city council seats, Boswell, 27, a stockbroker of the 5700 block of Baltimore Drive, 
describes as major problems affecting the quality of life in La Mesa -- cheap motels, the need for full-time 
paramedic service, lack of redevelopment of prime downtown property, high density, affordable senior 
housing, and the need for a citizens advisory council. 
Boswell proposes to impose a motel moratorium. "We're providing a haven for cheap motels. It's all over 
La Mesa not just El Cajon Boulevard." 
He intends to tackle the need for a full-time paramedic service through the use of fire department 
employees. This, he says, will free more police officers to fight crime. Boswell says that under his 
leadership he will see to it that "redevelopment is finished and all the unnecessary delays and excuses, 
like dealing with developers who can't even secure a letter of credit from a bank," will be no more, Boswell 
said. 
"We need leaders who will take into account the community's feelings and not their own narrow agenda," 
said Boswell. The current council, he says, doesn't want its leadership challenged. "I'm a take-charge 
type. And I use the word 'no' frequently. I won't make a decision unless it's to enhance or preserve our 
quality of life in La Mesa." 
If there is any issue in this race for council, Ewin says it is "whether or not the experience, track record 
and total council capability will make a difference. And I happen to think it does. I think that experience 
and the individual abilities of the present council stands on its own." 
"The experience I've gained on the council, boards and commissions on the city is a good solid base to 
face the challenges and the issues in the city in the years to come." 
Ewin, 38, of the 9200 block of Bramble Road, was appointed to the council in January 1985. He is senior 
vice president of a bank and a former member of the city's Board of Adjustment and Planning 
Commission. 
His primary goal is "to foster increased communication among citizens and citizen groups with the city 
council and staff to ensure that the quality of life, security, safety, fiscal soundness and economic base of 
the city is maintained and enhanced." 
"I'm not just saying public meetings are going to do it. ...Whatever reservations people have about getting 
a hold of their elected officials I want to break that barrier down." 
If elected, Ewin said he will focus on strategic planning and the sign program, which he says, "gives a real 
sense of community. La Mesa is a great city. It's always going to be great." 
The city's other incumbent, Senechal, 64, of the 5300 block of Aztec Drive, La Mesa, was appointed to 
the council in 1984. He is general manager of a department store. 
"I think we're on track with everything. If we're not working on it now, we're studying it," said Senechal, 
who says his leadership, knowledge and experience are the kinds of things that serve as a value on the 
council. 
Some concerns he'd like to see addressed during his term is the Fletcher Parkway project and long-range 
redevelopment planning. He would also like to see either a new City Hall and fire department or rebuilding 
of the structures. "That will keep us busy," he said. "The biggest problem is money. We don't get the 
federal monies we use to, and we have to find ways to raise it." 
Senechal is also a former member of the city's Board of Adjustment and Planning Commission.  
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