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Redevelopment project gets final OK in La Mesa  
Siobhan Morrissey Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: October 12, 1988 
A San Diego company expects to break ground at La Mesa's redevelopment site before mid-December, 
and that's the best Christmas present the city could receive, says redevelopment administrator Janice 
Weinrick, who has been working on the project for more than eight years.  
"It would be about all I'd ask from Santa this year," Weinrick said yesterday after the city council voted 4-1 
to give the final go-ahead for the redevelopment project. Councilman Art Madrid cast the no vote. 
The 5.6-acre site at La Mesa Boulevard and Spring Street, to be known as La Mesa Village Plaza, will 
have office, retail and residential buildings. 
The city has faced numerous obstacles in its efforts to redevelop the site. One developer suffered a heart 
attack, another developer's company split up, and yet another could not compete because of rising 
interest rates and had to pull out of the project, Weinrick said. 
When the city finally found a developer to stay with the project, it discovered in May that the site was 
contaminated by gasoline that had seeped into the soil and ground water. The culprit is believed to be the 
state Department of Forestry, which had its headquarters on the site from 1936 to 1968. 
In a report to the council last month, La Jolla-based water quality consultants Hargis & Associates Inc. 
suggested that an off-site pollution source, possibly the storage tanks of an old service station, might 
have contributed to the contamination. 
The city has spent $85,000 on contamination studies, and yesterday the council unanimously approved 
spending an additional $46,090 to measure the extent of the contamination and to determine whether the 
gasoline comes from an off-site source. Depending on the results of those tests, engineers may have to 
track the ground water to see whether it is flowing into an area that might use the water for irrigation. 
La Mesa imports its drinking and irrigating water, so the contaminated water poses no problem to the 
city's residents, Weinrick said. 
Although contamination testing is to begin this week, Weinrick said, development of the area will not 
interfere with the tests. Nor will the testing delay construction, she said. 
Franklyn E. DeFoe, president and chief executive officer of The Commonwealth Companies Inc. of San 
Diego, said he expects the company to begin construction before Christmas. The project should be 
finished in 15 months, and will cost $30 million, DeFoe said. 
Commonwealth has been working with La Mesa for three years on the development plans, before 
receiving approval yesterday to go ahead with the project. 
Before any ribbon-cutting ceremonies can take place, DeFoe must appear before the council Oct. 25 with 
proof of financial backing for the project. DeFoe said officials at Chase Manhattan Bank, which is 
financing the project, are aware of the gasoline leak and have agreed to loan the money. 
He said there were times when he had his doubts about the project becoming a reality. But he said he 
never thought he was throwing good money after bad by continuing to work toward its completion. 
Madrid was the lone council member to vote against approval. Because the developer has changed its 
plans more than a dozen times since signing onto the project in December 1986, Madrid said he thought 
the council "should start at ground zero and go with another developer." 
Madrid said he knew of at least one other developer prepared to assume the cleanup costs and pay more 
than Commonwealth for the privilege of working on the project. As things stand now, he said, La Mesa 
will pay for the cleanup if one is required.  
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