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The Sorrento Valley-based development company selected to build La Mesa's long-awaited $20 million downtown 
redevelopment project did not build several of the projects that it says it developed in its application to the city.  
Nineteen developments were included on its list of previously completed projects when Commonwealth Companies Inc. 
submitted its application to the La Mesa City Council, which also sits as the city's Redevelopment Agency. At least five of 
those projects -- all purported to have been built in California, Arizona or Colorado -- either were not built by 
Commonwealth or never existed except on paper, The Tribune has learned. 
The company's vice president, Donald J. Perrotta, acknowledged that Commonwealth did not build all the projects it listed 
in its application. But, Perrotta said, he and Commonwealth President Franklyn E. DeFoe had some involvement in all the 
projects. 
"We have been involved one way or another, either by acquiring land, plans, zoning, engineering ... and doing 99 percent 
of the work except the actual building," Perrotta said between meetings at his office. After repeated requests for an 
interview, he agreed to talk to The Tribune for five minutes Wednesday. 
"We weren't always involved in a project as Commonwealth or under our assumed name. We used a myriad of 
partnerships and corporations for tax planning purposes," Perrotta said. 
An Arizona developer, however, disputes Perrotta's statement. 
"There is no way Commonwealth, DeFoe or Perrotta could claim to have had any involvement in our projects, even under 
a different name," said Larry Potter, president of Potter Development Co. and the owner of two of the projects claimed to 
have been developed by Commonwealth. 
"This is outrageous. All of the financing was handled by my company. I made the land purchases, and I didn't even buy a 
(design) package that anyone else put together. ... They weren't involved in the selling of the land either," said Potter in a 
telephone interview from his Tucson office yesterday . 
Jim Neubauer, executive vice president of PF West, said his Tucson company developed at least two of the buildings with 
which Commonwealth said it was involved. Neubauer said he had never heard of Commonwealth, DeFoe or Perrotta. 
La Mesa City Attorney LeRoy Knutson today said he would not comment on the discrepancies: "I'm not prepared to 
comment. This is the first I've heard of it. I think it would be unfair to Commonwealth to comment." 
Commonwealth was chosen in August from among 11 applicants competing to develop 5.6 acres of city property at the 
corner of Spring Street and La Mesa Boulevard, which have been vacant for six years. 
In recent years one redevelopment plan after another for the property has flopped for financial reasons. The residential 
and commercial mixed-use project planned for the site is to be called La Mesa Village Plaza. 
Because Commonwealth was the fourth development company the city had dealt with in its five years on the project, city 
officials said they spent more time than they had in the past researching the developer's financial strength and ability to 
finish the project. 
After being informed of the Arizona developers' statements about Commonwealth's claims, City Manager Ron Bradley 
said he remained satisfied with the city's investigation of the company. 
He said no problems with Commonwealth's project history list surfaced during the selection process and that the new 
information would not slow progress on the project. 
Bradley said he and Janice Weinrick, Redevelopment Agency coordinator, looked at six of the projects developed by 
Commonwealth in San Diego County before the company was selected. 
Commonwealth appealed to him because of its experience in designing and developing projects on some difficult sites, he 
said. 
"The projects we looked at, the information that we filed as we looked into their past performance, that's what satisfied us 
in knowing that they're an excellent company with which to associate. 
"We didn't go to Tucson, because there were sufficient projects in California, and more recent developments (here)," 
Bradley said. 
However, the city manager said he would ask Commonwealth to explain the discrepancies. "It would surprise me why 
someone would list a project they did not develop. I find it hard to believe," he said. 
Mayor Fred Nagel concurred with Bradley. 
"I have yet to see any hard evidence that would have an effect on the project...," Nagel said. "I have no reason to suspect 
them of being anything less than reputable at this point." 
Among the projects Commonwealth claimed involvement with in its application were the Midway Business Park, Sunrise 
Apartments, Miracle Mile Apartments and the Lemontree Apartments, all in Tucson and developments at Inverness Park 
in Denver. 
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Midway Business Park in Tucson was listed on Commonwealth's application as having 140,000 square feet of commercial 
space. 
"They're right, it is 140,000 square feet but we built it. They had no association. It is the only Midway Business Park in the 
city," Neubauer said. 
Two of the projects Commonwealth claims to have developed are not listed in Tucson directories, but their descriptions 
are similar to projects PF West says it developed. 
The Sunrise Apartments were listed in Commonwealth's application as being a 340-unit condominium complex in Tucson; 
no street address was included. PF West developed a 340-unit project in Tucson called Sunrise Ridge Apartments, 
Neubauer said. 
Commonwealth claims it developed the Miracle Mile Apartments, listed in its application as having 225 apartment units. 
The address given for those apartments is actually the address of a 225-unit project called The Colonades, developed by 
PF West, Neubauer said. 
Sunrise Ridge and The Colonades were developed about 1978, Neubauer said. They are owned by Potter, who ended his 
partnership with PF West five years ago and formed his own company. 
"That's an unusual coincidence. This town is so small. We have (own) about 5,000 (apartment) units in Tucson. We know 
it well," Neubauer said. "But I've never heard of DeFoe or Perrotta." 
Neubauer said that a recently published directory of apartment owners and units in Tucson did not include a Lemontree 
Apartments on Miracle Mile Road, a project Commonwealth claims. He doubts the project exists, he said. 
Potter, however, recalls DeFoe and Perrotta and their plans for the Lemontree Apartments. 
"I first heard of them in 1981 or '82 when they acquired land for the Lemontree Apartments. They had financial troubles 
and either sold the land or lost it to foreclosure. But to my knowledge they didn't develop it," Potter said. 
Potter said that when Commonwealth acquired the land to build the apartments, he was contacted by a real estate 
company to go into a limited partnership with Commonwealth on the project. 
"At that time I did some reviewing on them. I don't remember the details, but I decided not to go along with them on the 
project," Potter said. 
"To my knowledge they haven't built anything here. Tucson is not a dramatically large city. I'm aware of what's going on," 
said Potter. He said he had been in the development business in Tucson since 1973. 
Developer Gregory Moore, president of Contractco in Tucson, said he bought the property Commonwealth had planned to 
develop into the Lemontree Apartments. 
"I built it, financed it and sold it," Moore said. "If he's saying he developed it, he's pretty much wrong. There's really no 
mistake about it. He had plans and attempted to go with it, but he couldn't find any financing." 
Moore said DeFoe had a rendering and project concept, but DeFoe never built what he anticipated and the land was sold 
to him. Moore said he followed through using his own plans and developed 208 apartment units at the site. "I don't think 
he built a thing in Tucson," Moore said. 
Commonwealth's list of projects included developments in Denver at a business park developed by Central Development 
Group of Denver. 
The 1,000-acre Inverness Park is an ongoing project, said John O'Meara, who handles marketing for the business park. 
"There are projects built by other developers in this park, but to the best of my knowledge the Inverness Park in Denver 
has not had a major development in it by Commonwealth," he said. 
Commonwealth says it developed three buildings in the park with a total of 195,000 square feet of space. 
"I've done all the marketing and know all the developers we sold to. And I don't recall the name or any of those individuals 
(DeFoe or Perrotta), but they could've been associated with another firm and entered under an assumed name," Moore 
said. 
Local Commonwealth projects viewed by La Mesa officials include: 
o Morningview Plaza, 575 condominium units in Escondido. 
o Cedar West, 42 apartment units in Vista. 
o Civic Center Professional Plaza, a 78,000-square-foot office building in North County. 
o Solana Pacific Executive Plaza, a 24,000-square-foot medical center in Solana Beach. 
o Sycamore Creek, an 82,000-square-foot office building, and the Seaview Corporate Center, a 325,000-square-foot 
development, both in Sorrento Valley. 
o Union Plaza, a 100,000-square-foot retail center in La Costa. 
The city has entered into a preliminary agreement with Commonwealth, Bradley said, but it hasn't yet signed a disposition 
and development agreement -- a so-called DDA. 
"The DDA sets the sales price (of the property) and delineates the responsibilities of the developer and the agency, and 
gives a schedule as to when various aspects of developments will take place. It's the legal document binding the two (city 
and the developer)," Weinrick said. 
Commonwealth is scheduled to submit its proposed agreement to the city council next week. The final agreement will 
outline the roles of the city and Commonwealth in the $20 million endeavor.  
Copyright 1985, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 


