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Public hearing set on proposed 14% water rate increases  
STEVE La RUE Staff Writer   
Published: February 13, 1995 
County residents will have a chance next month to air their views on what is shaping up to be an 
expensive year for water users.  
A public hearing will be held March 9 on a San Diego County Water Authority proposal to raise its portion 
of the bill for an acre-foot of water from $70 to $80, a 14 percent increase.  
The authority board also will listen to citizens' opinions of a proposal to pass through a variety of new 
charges expected to be imposed by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.  
The County Water Authority, for example, proposes to levy a $5 million surcharge on the city of San 
Diego, a $1.3 million surcharge on the Valley Center Municipal Water District, a $928,000 surcharge on 
the Helix Water District, and a $945,000 surcharge on the city of Oceanside. These are among 
surcharges on 22 member agencies to pay Metropolitan's so-called readiness-to-serve charge.  
This charge, which will go into effect July 1, is intended to charge water agencies for the cost of new 
pipes and pumps and other water facilities on the basis of their water usage.  
Metropolitan is charging the water authority $14.8 million in these new charges, and the water authority 
intends to pass the charge through to member agencies, which are local water districts and cities that 
retail water to residents and businesses.  
The hearing is scheduled for 4 p.m. at the authority's board room, 3211 Fifth Ave., San Diego.  
Meanwhile, this week directors of the Metropolitan Water District will vote on a proposal to raise its portion 
of the cost for an acre-foot of untreated water from $335 to $344, a 3 percent increase.  
Metropolitan, which normally imports about 90 percent of the county's water from the Colorado River and 
Northern California, also proposes to raise the cost of treated water from $412 to $426 per acre-foot, also 
a 3 percent increase. The County Water Authority adds its $70 per acre-foot to that amount.  
An acre-foot is about 326,000 gallons of water, and is estimated to be enough to meet the water needs of 
two families of four for a year.  
The Metropolitan increases would become effective July 1.  
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