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Police target hate group over racist fliers in La Mesa  
Maria C. Hunt STAFF WRITER   
Published: August 22, 1997 
A local white supremacist group is suspected of blanketing the city early yesterday with more than 1,000 
racist fliers purporting to be from the La Mesa Police Department.  
Police think the incident may be in response to the department's investigation of an eight-month 
campaign of harassment against Mayor Art Madrid, along with other acts of vandalism. The intensity of 
that investigation increased last week after a gift-wrapped box containing a practice hand grenade was 
left on the doorstep of the mayor's north La Mesa house. 
Lt. Bobby Barrett said that a small group in East County appears bent on spreading its divisive views in 
the largely peaceful city. 
Yesterday's fliers carried the message: "Help Stop Non-White Crime; Support the La Mesa Police 
Department" and asked for help in identifying criminal minorities and interracial couples in the city. 
Bearing a reproduction of a La Mesa Police Department badge, the fliers were placed on cars throughout 
the city between 2 and 4 a.m. yesterday. Barrett said some were left on patrol cars at the sheriff's station 
in nearby Lemon Grove. 
"This is just a group of individuals who believe they are untouchable and that they can do these things 
without paying the penalty," Barrett said. "We will actively investigate this until we gather sufficient 
evidence to be able to prosecute." 
Hundreds of residents who found the fliers called the Police Department to make sure it was a hoax and 
to express their anger at whoever perpetrated it. Many called Detective Dan Willis, whose phone number 
was one of two listed on the flier. 
"Dan is one of the investigators on this matter," Barrett said. "I'm sure they're targeting him because of 
this investigation." 
Callers to the other phone number heard a recorded white-supremacist recruitment message. 
The campaign against Madrid began Jan. 19 after the mayor publicly castigated vandals who had spray-
painted swastikas and hate slogans on the city's Community Center hours before a planned Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day celebration. 
Two days later, leaflets were dumped on Madrid's lawn and throughout his neighborhood, Barrett said. 
During February, various handbills urging people to join hate groups were placed on parked cars and 
strewn in the city's streets and parks. 
On May 11, a flier that made derogatory remarks about Mexicans was glued to Madrid's front door. 
Madrid is of Spanish descent. 
Nothing more happened until August, when fliers were distributed at Grossmont Center and in the 
mayor's neighborhood. 
The acts reached a new level Aug. 12, when Madrid stepped outside to get his morning paper and saw a 
gift box with a red ribbon around it. He peeked inside, and saw a pineapple-style grenade with a hole in 
the bottom. He took the harmless grenade to City Hall, where the Sheriff's Bomb and Arson Squad 
disposed of it. 
"There is no doubt in my mind it's part and parcel of the whole process," Madrid said of the incident. "This 
has been an ongoing battle." 
Prosecuting people who distribute hate literature is difficult because it is generally protected as free 
speech under the First Amendment. 
But placing a fake explosive someplace to scare people is a felony that carries a penalty of up to a year in 
jail, authorities said. 
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Investigators believe the campaign is the work of a small East County group whose members have a 
penchant for distributing inflammatory propaganda that purports to be from another organization. 
After the Community Center was defaced, county news media received faxes from a group called 
"Citizens Against Hate" criticizing the vandalism. But because the faxes were received just 90 minutes 
after the vandalism was discovered, police came to believe that the white supremacists sent them, too. 
Morris Casuto, regional director of the Anti-Defamation League, said similar leaflets have been found all 
over the county. Casuto said the county's law officers are keeping a closer watch on the group's activities 
because its message is intended to intimidate people and generate hatred. 
"They may have the philosophy any publicity is good publicity, but I think they should re-think that," 
Casuto said. "The more active this individual and his compatriots become, the more attention they will 
bring from law enforcement."  
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