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Paramedics- Study eyed by La Mesa, Changes possible in emergency plan  
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A feasibility study of a comprehensive paramedic program may hold the key to the way La Mesa chooses to handle 
medical emergencies.  
The city council has asked City Manager Ron Bradley to study the possibility of implementing a paramedic program to 
replace the way the city now responds to emergency medical calls. 
Police officers are the first to respond to medical emergencies to administer first aid. They also provide basic life-support 
ambulance transportation. 
As the second response team, Hartson's Ambulance Service provides paramedic service and advanced life-support 
ambulance transportation. 
The topic of paramedics, which was discussed during a sometimes heated debate at a recent council meeting, has 
emerged as an alternative to the city's present designation of the police department as the first responder to medical 
emergencies. 
That discussion ended in a 3-2 vote directing Bradley to conduct the study into the possible change over to a full 
paramedic program. 
Mayor Fred Nagel and Vice Mayor Ed Senechal voted against the motion. 
The issue also surfaced last year when the La Mesa Police Officers Association was negotiating its contract with the city. 
Since ambulance drivers are required to be certified emergency medical technicians and have to undergo specialized 
training, officers claimed that the program had cost the city thousands of dollars in overtime pay. 
Bradley said a full paramedic program was ruled out before because of its cost and the time it would take to gain voter 
approval. 
A paramedic program would take about two years to implement and would cost the city about $500,000, according to a 
report by the city manager's office. 
The report from the city manager's office reveals that while the current system is effective, the city could increase law-
enforcement capability by transferring ambulance services to the private sector. 
The manager's report was prepared by John Oleksow who told the council that La Mesa's population growth has 
increased the need for ambulance transport services. Oleksow said training costs have gone up as well. 
The city spent about $26,000 last year to pay for EMT training. 
Oleksow said a recent in-house police department study shows an increase in crimes involving property and violence. He 
said a change in the city's first responder policy would give officers more time to fight crime. 
Options suggested by Oleksow's report are: 
o Using fire department personnel as first responders and expanding Hartson's contract to include basic life-support 
ambulance transport. This choice would cost about $113,000. 
o Using police department personnel as first responders and expanding Hartson's contract to include basic life-support 
ambulance transport. That would cost about $85,000. 
o Staying with the current system of having the police department provide first responder services and basic life-support 
ambulance transport, costing the city about $92,000. 
The report says the main advantages of the current system, which has been used since 1969, include an average 
response time of 3.4 minutes and the fact that all police personnel are EMT-trained. 
Last week, three council members voted against a motion to use the fire department as the city's first responder to 
medical emergencies. 
Councilwoman Jerri Lopez, who rejected the move along with Art Madrid and Ernie Ewin, said she was concerned that the 
added responsibility would hurt the fire department's excellent rating. 
Battalion Chief Steve Brownell said the possibility did exist that the department's rating could suffer if firefighters also were 
required to respond first to medical emergencies. 
An attorney for the firefighters association, Thomas Doyle, told the council to investigate alternatives other than the fire 
department even though two-thirds of La Mesa's fire department personnel already have EMT training.  
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