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Padres will give $25,000 to La Mesa library fund  
Barry M. Bloom STAFF WRITER   
Published: November 27, 1997 
With the holiday season in full swing, Padres owner John Moores is in a gift-giving mood. Again.  
Yesterday at a news conference in the La Mesa Public Library, the Padres announced that Moores will 
donate $25,000 to the campaign to raise money for neighborhood libraries. 
Not to be outdone, club president Larry Lucchino said he would lead an effort among front office staff and 
Padres players, coaches and manager Bruce Bochy to match Moores' contribution. 
"When we bought this team, we vowed to be an active participant in our community," Lucchino said 
before the news conference. "Supporting neighborhood libraries is indicative of that concern." 
Neither Moores nor Lucchino was in attendance yesterday. Instead, the Padres were represented by 
Bochy and General Manager Kevin Towers. 
In September, Moores gave San Diego State University $6 million for a bevy of sports facilities that have 
yet to be defined. This came after a $4 million contribution to SDSU that helped build its new baseball 
stadium. 
Since Moores became majority owner of the Padres in late 1994, the club has donated several million 
dollars in San Diego County and Mexico to refurbish and establish Little League parks, plant trees, fund 
pediatric oncology research at UCSD, and offer 25 scholarships each year to promising youngsters. 
The Padres are seeking to build a new ballpark that would require some public funding. 
Moores' latest bit of philanthropy is intended to help jump-start efforts to pass a quarter-cent sales tax that 
would raise $400 million for neighborhood library improvements. The measure, which needs to pass by a 
two-thirds vote, is expected to be placed on the ballot some time next year. 
A similar ballot item garnered only 59 percent of the vote in 1996. 
"It's a small amount of money to help raise a large amount of money," said Katie Sullivan, of the Citizens 
in Action for Local Libraries. "A great investment." 
Also attending the news conference were mayors Art Madrid of La Mesa, Bill Lyon of Oceanside and 
George Waters of National City, Councilman Joe Kellejan of Solana Beach, and Councilwoman Judy 
McCarty of San Diego's 7th District.  
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