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New La Mesa commissioner Alessio contributed to 3 who voted for her 

Asher Price Asher Price is a Union-Tribune intern.   
Published: August 14, 2003 
The City Council has appointed a new planning commissioner by the narrowest of margins.  
The appointment of Kristine Alessio by a 3-2 vote on Tuesday night exacerbated tensions between the city's 
mayor and one council member. The meeting, which lasted more than four hours, was punctuated by finger-
pointing and accusations. 
Mayor Art Madrid said Alessio's appointment was influenced by money. 
She and five other candidates were competing for incumbent Charles Muse's seat on the seven-member Planning 
Commission. Muse's four-year term had expired. 
According to campaign finance disclosure records, Alessio had contributed a total of $1,650 last year to the three 
council members who approved her appointment: Ernie Ewin, Barry Jantz and Dave Allan. Neither Madrid nor 
Vice Mayor Ruth Sterling received campaign contributions from Alessio. Madrid and Sterling voted against 
Alessio's appointment. 
"It was a slam-dunk," Madrid said. "If you know the right people and make enough contributions, you can buy any 
seat on a board or commission in the city of La Mesa." 
Madrid's choice for the planning commissioner spot was Leonard Vanderbosch, a political neophyte who works as 
a sales manager for a biotech firm. Alessio said the mayor's strategy was driven by petty politics. She said 
Vanderbosch was not as qualified for the position as she is. 
"I am shocked," she said. "I thought better of him." 
Alessio, a homemaker and land-use attorney who has lived in La Mesa since 1994, has worked both with 
developers and neighborhood groups. She served on the Alpine Community Planning Group from 1990-94. 
Following Alessio's appointment, Ewin introduced a motion that would declare the appointment retroactively 
unanimous. The intention, he said, was "to send a message to the appointee that we're all united in confidence." 
The motion passed, but by the same 3-2 vote. 
Alessio's appointment served as a warm-up to a tense discussion over a letter Ewin had drafted on city stationery 
to local property owners. In it, he asked them to invest in mixed-use development in La Mesa. 
Madrid's concern was that Ewin was seemingly writing on behalf of the entire council. 
"Ewin wants to make the council over in his image," Madrid said. 
The two episodes delineated the contrasts between Madrid and Ewin, who have marked differences in 
governance and personal demeanor. 
Madrid, who has been mayor of the city since 1991, is known as a chatty joker. At Tuesday's meeting, he wore a 
black shirt with yellow floral print, open at the neck, tan slacks and beige shoes. 
At the far end of the council table was Ewin, who is in his second stint as a council member. He wore a Navy blue 
suit, with an American-flag lapel pin, and penny loafers. 
Ewin has focused on expanding an ethics policy originally written by Madrid. He complained that the mayor has 
held up some of his recommendations for rewording the policy. 
Madrid, Ewin said, "gets frustrated when he's not in total control." 
Madrid said he only cautioned Ewin about a nepotism clause Ewin had proposed. 
"Mr. Ewin was treading on some sensitive areas," Madrid said. "He wanted to deny employment to new applicants 
if they were related to city employees." 
Despite their political differences, the two will be forced to work together closely for the next year. Ewin was 
appointed vice mayor at Tuesday night's meeting, and by tradition will sit on Madrid's immediate left.  
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