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New, bigger public works yard could cost La Mesa $6 million  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: May 19, 1987 
After years of working out of cramped, tin-and-cinder-block quarters, maintenance workers in La Mesa's 
Public Works Department will get some relief.  
The city recently acquired 5.25 acres of land on Industrial Avenue in La Mesa to house a new public 
works yard that could cost the city $6 million. The site, previously owned by Handyman, is adjacent to the 
city's existing yard. 
"It's a very expensive project and it's going to take many, many years to complete. We realize that getting 
the land is a very important first step," said Public Works Director Jim O'Grady. 
The existing work yard, at 8152 Commercial St., is crowded, O'Grady said. "Many of the buildings are just 
tin huts," he said. 
The city employs on the average about 75 maintenance workers, he said. 
"We don't have separate men's and women's lockers. Women change in bathrooms. We don't have 
space for vehicles being serviced. What they have to do is park outside the yard in a waiting pattern." 
In addition, storage for material had been scarce. Fertilizer, traffic signs, sewer cleaning materials and 
other items are purchased in small quantities or not stocked at all. 
"Having more space will make it a lot more efficient and we can get a break on purchase prices," O'Grady 
said. 
The recently acquired land, nearly three times the size as the existing site, is being used to stockpile dirt 
from street sweepings. Before, workers stored dirt temporarily in city parks until it could be picked up by a 
dump truck and taken to a landfill, O'Grady said. 
An open house will take place at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, in conjunction with Public Works Week, in 
celebration of the new public works site, 5200 Industrial Lane. The ceremony will be in the warehouse, 
the only structure on the site. 
With landscaping and parking, non-existent at the city's existing public works yard, the new building will 
cost about $4 million, O'Grady said. Escrow closed in March on the city's $1.76 million purchase of the 
land from a Handyman liquidation trust, the director added. 
O'Grady said it will cost an additional $250,000 to prepare the new site. That work will include the removal 
of underground fuel tanks and a concrete bunker. 
"We don't have that kind of money for the project now," he said. "So what we plan to do is place new fuel 
tanks on the new site, because the old site was due for a replacement, and make structural upgrades to 
the existing building. 
Money is being set aside in the city's capital improvements budget for the project, Mayor Fred Nagel said. 
"We have needed this facility for a long time," Nagel said. 
The existing site was built on the old La Mesa landfill, Nagel said, and dates to 1948. 
"That land should be disposed of and put back on the public tax roll through a direct sale or land swap to 
benefit the taxpayers in some other area as part of redevelopment," Nagel said. 
In looking for a site, the city wanted a place that was large enough, was compatible with surrounding land 
uses, had good access and was centrally location. The city settled on the property behind the existing 
public works yard because it met all its needs, O'Grady said. 
The city's public works department maintains city streets, fills potholes, cleans sewers and realigns pipes 
in some cases, installs traffic signals and maintains city parks, vehicles and equipment. 
Once the money is obtained to construct the new public works building, it will take two years to build, 
O'Grady said.  
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