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Navy offered 192 acres in La Mesa  
Carmen Valencia Staff Writer   
Published: June 22, 1988 
The Navy has been offered the opportunity to buy 192 acres of the city's last open space for housing.  
City officials and the Navy confirmed yesterday that the owner of the undeveloped land has offered the 
entire parcel for sale to the Navy. The Navy currently has an option to buy 38 acres on the eastern slope 
of the hillside property, commonly known as Eastridge. 
Cmdr. Doug Mann, who is in charge of real estate and planning for naval family housing, said that the 
proposal is under consideration and that it may not be known for at least two weeks whether or not the 
Navy will purchase the additional acreage. 
"We won't know for a couple of weeks whether or not we want to involve ourselves with that much land in 
La Mesa," Mann said. 
The property owner, Wardley Development Co. of Los Angeles, has been trying to get approval for a 
housing development on the site for 10 years. 
The developer came close last month when it went before the City Council seeking approval of the 
Eastridge Specific Plan, which would see 136 acres cleared for 516 detached single-family homes. 
The plan would set aside 56 acres for the preservation of a wildlife habitat for the blacktailed gnatcatcher, 
a bird classified as a "species of special concern" by the state Department of Fish and Game. 
The property is bound by Murray Hill Road to the west; State 94 to the south; Spring Street on the east; 
and Orien Avenue, Shadow Hill Road and Date Avenue to the north. 
The development drew objections from nearby residents when they found out that the Navy might 
construct housing on part of the property. Residents had also raised other objections, including concerns 
over traffic, sewage and density. 
The council delayed action on the project May 31 for two months to wait to see if the Navy would buy the 
38-acre parcel. 
Mann said the Navy is considering building about 180 units on the 38-acre site. He said the option expires 
in mid-July and he is fairly certain the property will be purchased by the Navy. 
"We're interested in building some housing in La Mesa," he said. 
Brian Paul, an San Diego-based architect and spokesman for the developer, said the property was 
"always essentially for sale." 
But the property was difficult to sell, he said, because the developer did not yet have various planning 
approvals from the city that would dictate what could be built on the property. 
"Nobody wants to buy (the property) if they can't do anything with it," Paul said. 
Paul said that if the property is not purchased by the Navy, the developer will come back before the 
council in August to again seek approval for its project. 
City officials say they will take a wait-and-see attitude on the latest development. 
Mayor Fred Nagel said that if the Navy does purchase the property, there is little the city can do about it. 
"If it's government land, the government has a blank check. They can do what they want," he said. 
The Navy is not required to undergo the same scrutiny in developing its property as is a private 
landowner. 
Nagel said he would prefer to see the Eastridge project go forward so the city can maintain some control 
over such matters as density and design. 
Councilman Art Madrid said he is concerned about density of Navy housing, as well as the impact upon 
such items as police, fire and sewer service.  
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