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Nagel eyes a repeat of rosy '85  
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The past year was a good one for the city of La Mesa and 1986 can prove to be just as rosy, said Mayor 
Fred Nagel in his upbeat State of the City address yesterday.  
"Overall, the state of our city is excellent, truly reflecting its designation: Jewel of the Hills," Nagel said, 
reading briskly from a five-page prepared text. 
"My belief is that the City Council has provided responsible and reasonable fiscal leadership throughout 
the year," Nagel said. "Also, the manner in which your city staff has carried out their day-to-day duties 
throughout the year has been a tribute to their teamwork, enthusiasm, pride and dedication." 
The various city departments, including the fire and police departments, received praise from the mayor. 
Fire personnel responded to 18 percent more fire alarms, and there was a 2 percent overall decrease in 
crime in 1985, Nagel said. 
A noteworthy point for the city came when Union Carbide Corp. agreed early this year to relocate its La 
Mesa subsidiary, Phoenix Research Corp., which manufactures toxic materials. 
"Of course, we will monitor this promise with great interest," Nagel said. 
Nagel also called it a banner year for the multimillion-dollar downtown redevelopment project, the La 
Mesa Village Plaza. 
"A developer was chosen, a disposition and development agreement signed and plans drawn," Nagel 
said. "By late February or early March, plans will be announced for the official ground-breaking ceremony 
to celebrate what will become the flagship of our downtown business district." 
In the area of land use, 1985 saw construction activity exceed $24 million, Nagel said. 
"In addition to residential and commercial activity, several hotels (and) motels were constructed, which 
will serve as a reliable source of revenue," Nagel said. 
Goals for this year include the beginning of construction for the Village Plaza as well as the establishment 
of a comprehensive cultural arts program, Nagel said.  
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