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Nagel 'enjoying every minute' as mayor  
 Staff Writer   
Published: February 19, 1985 
After his first two months in office, La Mesa's Mayor Fred Nagel yesterday said, "I'm enjoying every 
minute of it."  
Nagel, the 49-year-old owner of a Chula Vista manufacturing business and a councilman since March 
1978, was appointed mayor after George Bailey was elected to the county Board of Supervisors in 
November. 
He appears to have ample reason for enjoyment. Even his most severe council critic has seen little to 
complain about so far. 
"If I'm Fred Nagel's worst enemy, then he's a very lucky fellow," said Councilwoman Jerri Lopez, who 
opposed Nagel's appointment to the post in December, urging that a special election be held instead. "I 
think he's done a super job." 
But, Lopez added, "nothing extraordinary has come up so far to test his mettle." And if nothing arises to 
present that test between now and the expiration of the mayor's term in November 1986, Lopez is likely to 
come forward with a test of her own. 
She will "quite probably" oppose him for the mayor's seat in that election. 
At least until then, though, "mayoring" will probably be taking at least 40 hours a week of Nagel's time (for 
which he receives an annual council salary of $12,000). Those demands pose no conflicts with his 
business, Nagel said, because so many of the hours are spent at evening and weekend functions. 
Speaking from his office at the city hall, Nagel said "I realize now how much time George put in," referring 
to Bailey, who served as the city's mayor from 1981 to 1984. "The different meetings a mayor has to 
attend ... the little groups that want the mayor to come by." 
Last week, Nagel made his first "State of the City" address, and used it to express unbridled optimism. 
"Never before," he told the council, "has our city been in such outstanding condition." 
He went on to cite "preserving La Mesa's excellent quality of life" as his top priority, with attention also to 
be paid to plans for downtown redevelopment. He also issued progress reports on several city 
departments. 
o The Recreation Department, Nagel noted, opened the new city Community Center, which received "the 
American Institute of Architects' top award for public facilities in 1983-84." 
o The city's police and fire departments, he said, "continue to be rated among the very best in the 
county." He cited a 20 percent reduction in fire losses from 1983 to 1984. 
o The Public Works Department, Nagel said, relined and repaired more than 4,000 feet of pipe throughout 
the city in 1984. "While above ground," he added, "they have continued to give us some of the finest 
amenities that any city could possibly ask for."  
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