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Mount Helix cross deleted from police shoulder patch  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: September 3, 1994 
City officials yesterday unveiled a new shoulder patch for police uniforms, featuring a redesigned logo 
without the Mount Helix cross symbol that made La Mesa a target of a lawsuit.  
"Our officers have had no patches for 2 1/2 years," said Police Chief Walter Mitchell. Uniform insignias 
were removed in 1992 after courts ruled that use of the logo depicting Mount Helix and its cross violated 
the doctrine of separation of church and state.  
The new insignia, designed by police employees, depicts three palm trees on rolling hills against the 
backdrop of an orange sun. The department, which has 61 sworn officers and 15 other personnel, has 
ordered 2,000 of the patches at $1.10 apiece, Mitchell said. Officers will begin wearing them immediately.  
The former insignia, in use since about 1954, was taken off uniforms and patrol cars after the American 
Civil Liberties Union sued the city on behalf of a local attorney, James Ellis, an Episcopalian who objected 
to the cross on the logo. The city wound up paying $40,000 to cover the ACLU's legal expenses.  
"Personally, I'm disappointed we had to take the old patches off," Mayor Art Madrid said at yesterday's 
news conference. "I consider the cross a landmark. . . . It's a historic symbol for us and everybody in the 
East County."  
On police cars, the cross-bearing insignia was replaced with a modified city seal in 1992.  
Mitchell said La Mesa officers have been eagerly awaiting the new shoulder patch, the design of which 
was chosen by a departmental vote.  
"There was a lot of concern about losing the old one," he said. "It was part of this organization for a long 
time, so it went pretty hard."  
Meanwhile, the county is fighting a legal battle of its own to keep the 36-foot Helix cross standing on the 
La Mesa hilltop, even though the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in June that it represents an unconstitutional 
government preference for a religion.  
The county contends the cross is not a religious symbol. However, it transferred ownership of the land 
under the cross to a private group in 1992. In a pending case also being argued by the ACLU, San Diego 
District Court Judge Gordon Thompson will be asked to decide whether the land transfer satisfies the 
Supreme Court edict. Appeals have been vowed by both sides whichever way the judge rules.  
A similar case involves the Mount Soledad cross in La Jolla.  
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