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McCarthy, mayors lobby to get East County trolley extension back on 
track  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: August 10, 1985 
Lt. Gov. Leo McCarthy and four East County mayors went to the El Cajon Transportation Center and 
Trolley Station yesterday to publicize their call for continued state and federal funding for completion of 
the eastern trolley line.  
"East of San Diego is growing rapidly ... the highways involved are crowded and the people need more 
choices," McCarthy said. 
Extension of the trolley system "shows good foresight," he said. 
"That's why I wanted to be here to specifically endorse the east trolley line," McCarthy said. 
The project, stalled for two years by fiscal and administrative roadblocks, is being held up for want of $20 
million to $25 million in federal funds, said Tom Larwin, general manager of Metropolitan Transit. The 
money is needed specifically to lay new single tracks, prepare rights of way, smooth curbs, put in stations 
and electricity and buy trolley cars, Larwin said. 
The cost of the extension to El Cajon is estimated at $84 million to $85 million. 
The project is now stalled at Euclid Avenue in Southeast San Diego. The Euclid line is expected to open 
in April. 
The most recent funding approval came last month when the House Appropriations Committee's 
transportation subcommittee approved a $9 million allocation for the extension. 
Supporters of the extension also hope for state money. 
"We're looking for Sacramento to come through," McCarthy said. "If allocation for funding the project is 
approved there, than there's no doubt in my mind Washington would approve it. The money's there. It just 
needs to be earmarked." 
Mayors of La Mesa, Lemon Grove, El Cajon and Santee, representing more than 200,000 residents, said 
talked of the extension would help their cities grow economically. 
"There's a commitment in East County for economic growth," La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel said. "We've 
shown that by forming the East County Economic Development Council, but without the trolley there won't 
be enough economic growth to attract the kinds of businesses we need here." 
The 60-member council was formed a year ago to focus on what is marketable in the region and what the 
area has to offer in education, transportation, housing, health care, recreation and culture. 
The commitment is an asset, but more than that will be needed to get funding approval from the state, 
McCarthy said. 
"I'm not optimistic," he said. "I believe we have to fight for whatever money we get, but the best selling 
point is that it's so fiscally successful. There's no transit line that comes close to this trolley's fare-box 
recovery rate." 
With ridership expected to increase to 35,000 daily, fares will make up as much as 85 percent of what it 
costs to operate the trolley system, he said. 
"That's some of the highest figures I've seen statewide for any mass-transit system," he said. 
If predictions hold up, San Diegans could be riding the trolley from its C Street terminal to Main Street and 
Marshall Avenue in El Cajon by mid or late 1988, Larwin said.  
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