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Mayor points to La Mesa with pride  
Carmen Valencia Staff Writer   
Published: February 10, 1988 
Mayor Fred Nagel, during his annual State of the City address yesterday, praised accomplishments the 
city made last year during its 75th anniversary, but stressed that momentum will continue this year to 
make the "Jewel of the Hills" sparkle even more.  
"1987 will be a difficult year to follow. However, if we continue to pull together, 1988 will be another 
banner year for the city of La Mesa," Nagel said in the address, a tradition started by his predecessor 
George Bailey, now a county supervisor. 
Nagel pointed out that the city celebrated its 75th birthday in style last year, capping the occasion with an 
old-fashioned Christmas dinner-dance. But it also was a year of business as usual, with strides made in 
such areas as redevelopment, public safety, recreation and planning, he said. 
"The city continues to be one of the best-managed cities in San Diego County," he said. "This gives 
cause for us to be doubly proud of our town's physical condition, excellent financial condition and overall 
safety record in providing services." 
Among the accomplishments the mayor highlighted are the creation of a cultural arts advisory board to 
boost cultural activities in the region; a concerted effort to improve public facilities such as sidewalks, 
curbs, gutters and upgrade the city's sewer system; and the maintenance of one of the lowest crime rates 
in the county. 
The city, however, is not content to rest on its laurels. Nagel said the city will continue its implementation 
of a strategic plan, modeled after similar plans by private corporations. 
Nagel outlined several steps the city has already taken. Among them: 
o The creation of a risk-management program, which would allow the city to make effective use of 
insurance dollars spent. 
o The adoption of a specific plan to clean up blight in the West Central Area, which runs from El Cajon 
Boulevard to Baltimore Drive. 
o The initiation of a two-year effort to update the city's General Plan, which has not been updated since 
1976. 
"Strategic planning works in the private sector. With some modifications, it will work for La Mesa and the 
public will be the beneficiary of such a plan," he said. 
In addition to the strategic plan, one of the brightest spots in the city's future is redevelopment, Nagel 
said. 
With several projects proposed or commencing within the Fletcher Parkway Redevelopment project, 
Nagel noted that the corridor may eventually become a "La Mesa landmark."  
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