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Saying La Mesa voters were calling for a "fresh start," Art Madrid yesterday claimed victory over Mayor Fred 
Nagel in a close race that pitted two longtime council members against each other.  
In complete semiofficial results, Madrid led Nagel by 450 votes, with some absentee ballots still uncounted.  
Councilman Ed Senechal also lost his seat in yesterday's election. Jay LaSuer and Barry Jantz emerged 
victorious.  
"There was a need for a change," said Madrid. "It was loud and clear that La Mesa citizens at large felt that there 
literally was no response from City Hall.  
"I think that was validated to a certain extent. Mr. Senechal is being voted out of office and two people who 
promised aggressive responsiveness" were elected.  
Madrid, who will take office next month, said he will work with City Manager Dave Wear and other department 
heads to bring about better service to the citizens of La Mesa.  
"As I predicted from day one, we are going to make this city from a service standpoint the Nordstrom of public 
entities," Madrid said. "Everything that I've said in my campaign is going to be a reality."  
Madrid captured 8,276 votes, or 51.4 percent, while Nagel had 7,826 votes, or 48.6 percent.  
Madrid, a council member since 1981, contended during the campaign that Nagel and other city leaders had 
ignored festering problems, such as rising crime and budget problems.  
"The biggest issue really was the fact that we were deceiving the electorate that we did not have any problems," 
Madrid said. "Unfortunately the truth is not always nice or pretty or sexy or attractive, and when you state a fact 
that we do have some crime and some financial problems, those are real issues that we have to be sensitive to."  
During the campaign, Madrid often wore a blue button that said "Soon." Madrid said the button gave an answer to 
residents who kept asking him when he would be running for mayor.  
Nagel has served as La Mesa's mayor for the past six years. He joined the council in 1978.  
Nagel, who spent last night at his home, had been very optimistic he would be re-elected. In his low-key 
campaign, Nagel said he had stressed his background and his record.  
He said Madrid had failed to show that he and other council members had neglected the city's needs.  
"I'm a typical La Mesan and I think I understand this community," Nagel said Monday. "La Mesans don't like loud, 
boisterous, shrill campaigns."  
Regardless of the election results, Nagel predicted that today would be busy for him.  
"It's just a normal workday," Nagel said. "The outcome of the election will not change what I do (today). I'm in 
office, at least through November, and I've already got my schedule planned."  
Madrid's election as mayor would create a vacancy on the five-member council that can either be filled by 
appointment or special election. Madrid's council term expires in 1992.  
Madrid last night said he would support filling the seat by special election if the costs are not prohibitive.  
Madrid said one of the first changes he will make as mayor will be how City Council agendas are reviewed.  
In the past, Madrid said, the mayor or vice mayor routinely would meet with city department heads, including the 
city manager, and with another council members to review the agenda for that night's council meeting.  
If any questions were raised at that meeting, Madrid said, staff members would be told to resolve the issue before 
the public session and "at that evening it's just a slam dunk," Madrid said.  
"We will no longer have rehearsal meetings," Madrid said. "We have rehearsal meetings that I find absolutely 
offensive and it's depriving the citizens of a free open, public meeting.  
"We're going to be open. We are going to conduct an open city."  
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