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Madrid officially enters race for supervisor seat  
Brian E. Clark STAFF WRITER   
Published: September 8, 1999 
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid formally declared his candidacy yesterday for the San Diego County Board of 
Supervisors' 2nd District seat.  
Madrid, who is seeking to replace two-term incumbent Dianne Jacob, made his announcement on the 
steps outside Jacob's field office in downtown El Cajon. He will face her in the March primary. 
As part of yesterday's announcement, Madrid challenged Jacob to a series of debates on issues that 
included urban sprawl, health care, the environment, public safety and term limits for supervisors. In a 
speech to backers, he also accused Jacob of being unresponsive to constituents' needs. 
"This race will not be a slam dunk, but I'm confident that the people of this district will support me," said 
Madrid, 64. "I'd be very surprised if the incumbent accepts my challenge to debate, however." 
Jacob, who is on vacation in Las Vegas, said in a telephone interview that she welcomed the opportunity 
to debate Madrid. 
"I'm extremely proud of my accomplishments as a supervisor," she said. "This board has brought county 
government from the brink of fiscal instability to solvency." 
Jacob said she plans to run a positive campaign. 
"I just hope my opponent will do the same," she said. 
Madrid has lived in the East County for 41 years and has been involved in local politics since 1960. He 
has served on the La Mesa City Council since 1981 and been mayor of that city since 1990. He also 
spent the last year as chairman of the San Diego Association of Governments, the region's growth and 
transportation planning agency. 
Madrid is a former Pacific Bell manager and political consultant. Last November he won a third mayoral 
term, with 72 percent of the votes. 
Jacob, 59, was chief of staff to East County Supervisor George Bailey for six years. Prior to that, she was 
a member of the Jamul-Dulzura Union School District board and president of the California School Board 
Association.  
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