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La Mesa council acts to end RV parking restriction  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: December 9, 1992 
Bowing to complaints from disgruntled owners of motor homes, the City Council voted yesterday to repeal 
a controversial ordinance passed in May that restricts overnight curbside parking of oversized vehicles.  
Before repeal takes effect, however, the action will have to be upheld in a second vote, scheduled Jan. 
12. 
Yesterday's repeal represented an inaugural victory for Ruth Sterling, who cast her first vote as a 
councilwoman with the 4-1 majority. Sterling, elected Nov. 3 and sworn in last week, campaigned against 
the so-called RV ordinance in her bid to win a seat on the council. She ousted incumbent Lu-Gray Hill. 
"When this was being discussed in the spring and summer, I was in the audience," Sterling said. "I stood 
up and pleaded with the council not to pass this ordinance. I haven't changed my mind." 
The single dissenting vote was cast by Mayor Art Madrid, who argued that the council should adhere to a 
sunset clause in the ordinance which automatically put it up for review in one year. 
"When an elected body makes a decision," Madrid said, "my belief is we ought to follow that process." 
The law restricts overnight parking, in residential areas, of motor homes and trailers more than 25 feet 
long. It was intended to make neighborhoods more attractive and eliminate traffic-safety hazards of blind 
intersections. 
Council members said yesterday that they now understand that the traffic hazards can be addressed 
through enforcement of other laws on the books. 
"We don't need another layer of law in the city to control the problem," said Councilman Jay LaSuer, who 
added he had made a mistake in supporting the ordinance. 
About two dozen members of an RV owners' group, wearing stickers on their shirts, attended the 
meeting. Two, Reed Sauter and Jim Frost, addressed the council, urging repeal. 
When the vote was taken, no one applauded or cheered.  
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