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Lawsuit questions Helix director 
Challenge says property ownership standard not met  
Anne Krueger STAFF WRITER   
Published: June 12, 2002 
The man who lost his seat on the Helix Water District board to Joel Scalzitti has filed a legal challenge 
claiming Scalzitti should be removed as a district director because he is not a property owner.  
Scalzitti, 31, defeated John Linden, a board appointee, in November 2000. 
In the lawsuit filed May 30, attorneys for Linden said candidates for the water board are required to be 
landowners. 
Scalzitti says he is part-owner of property in El Cajon and is legally entitled to the water district seat. But 
he also says candidates should not be required to own property in the district and has filed a countersuit 
against Linden and the Helix district. 
Before Linden's lawsuit was filed, Scalzitti's attorney wrote a letter to Helix officials saying Scalzitti owns 
an unrecorded interest in an El Cajon house belonging to his mother, Judy Matthews. 
Attorney Bob Glaser included a statement by Matthews, who said she bought the property in May 2000. 
She said her son is making payments to her for the down payment and monthly installments on the 
property. 
Matthews said the loan and the title to the property is in her name because Scalzitti couldn't qualify for a 
loan. 
Linden's attorney, Ken Klein, said Scalzitti's claim that he is part-owner of the property with his mother is 
not legally valid. 
"You have to have a writing reflecting that you bought it," Klein said. "It's a meaningless contract." 
Registrar of Voters Sally McPherson said the Helix Water District is one of five irrigation districts in the 
county. Candidates for an irrigation district sign a statement certifying that they are a landowner and a 
resident of the district division for the board seat that they are seeking. Voters are not required to be 
landowners, she said. 
Candidates for a water district, unlike an irrigation district, are not necessarily required to be a landowner, 
McPherson said. 
Scalzitti's attorney, Robert Ottilie, filed a countersuit last week that claimed all of the seats on the board 
were illegally filled if Helix is indeed an irrigation district. Under that logic, Ottilie claims that only property 
owners should be allowed to vote in elections for the Helix board. 
The case is set for a hearing June 24 before San Diego Superior Court Judge William Howatt. Scalzitti 
said he will show his election was valid. 
"I've been a resident and landowner inside the Helix Water District, and I intend to prove that in court," he 
said. 
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