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La Mesa's fire chief resigns after 6 years  
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After six years as fire chief, Chris Carlson is resigning his $87,400-a-year job, saying he plans to pursue 
private business ventures.  
Carlson, 40, was praised by City Manager Dave Wear for his customer-oriented management style and 
for other changes he made in the department. Carlson's last day will be Jan. 8. 
Wear said it will take several months to pick a new chief. Wear will seek applicants from within the 
department and statewide. Annual pay will range from $72,880 to $87,468. 
"Chris brought a very modern management philosophy to the department, which focused on customer 
service," Wear said. "He made a lot of positive changes that are now a permanent part of the 
department." 
After his first year on the job, Carlson was praised by Mayor Art Madrid for reorganizing the city's 
disaster-preparedness program. Carlson added a new radio system, a computerized records-
management system and hired two civilian fire prevention specialists. 
Wear said Carlson helped develop several safety programs, including "La Mesa Survive." In that program, 
firefighters meet with groups to tell them how to prepare for major disasters. Carlson also helped start a 
program to offer trauma-counseling services to victims of fires. 
In a letter, Carlson thanked Wear, the City Council and the community "for the opportunity to serve them." 
"I am sure the men and women of the La Mesa Fire Department will carry on with the proud tradition of 
excellent and compassionate services that they have provided for nearly 100 years," he wrote. 
One thing didn't change during Carlson's watch, however: La Mesa's 51 firefighters are still all men, 
despite efforts by Madrid, top city administrators and Carlson to recruit women firefighters. 
"There have not been a lot of turnovers, and women don't often apply for firefighting jobs," Wear 
explained yesterday. 
This summer, Wear said, the city sought applications for two firefighter openings and 800 people applied, 
including 20 women. Only two women scored high enough on a written test to merit further consideration. 
Both failed a standardized physical agility test, however. 
Before coming to La Mesa, Carlson served as fire chief of the Central Valley community of Turlock. A 
native of San Diego and a graduate of Point Loma High School, Carlson has worked for 20 years in fire 
fighting.  
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