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La Mesa will seek a new city attorney 
Tamara Smith resigns, cites personal reasons  
Mark Arner STAFF WRITER   
Published: February 14, 1997 
The City Council will begin a search next month for a new city attorney, following the sudden resignation 
last week of Tamara A. Smith.  
Smith had managed the city's legal affairs for three years, and told city officials that she was resigning for 
personal reasons. 
City Manager Dave Wear confirmed this week that Smith had submitted a resignation letter to the council 
on Feb. 4. 
Attorney Glen Sabine -- from the same law firm as Smith -- acted as city attorney during a Feb. 11 council 
meeting. Wear said Sabine will probably continue in that role until May 1, when the council hopes to have 
hired a replacement. 
May 1 is the last day that the law firm which employs Smith is contractually required to provide legal 
service to the city, Wear said. 
Smith was paid a base annual salary of $83,000, plus a benefits package worth $21,000, said Assistant 
City Manager Jim O'Grady. 
City officials said they hope to send out letters seeking applicants by early March. 
Wear and four council members said Smith told them she was quitting for personal reasons, but all 
declined to speculate about them. No reason was cited in the resignation letter. 
Smith could not be reached for comment, and a spokeswoman for the El Cajon-based law firm, 
McDougal, Love, Eckis & Grindle, referred questions to Wear. 
"We basically agreed to let her state her reasons," Wear said of Smith's resignation. "She said it was for 
personal reasons." 
He said the city manager and staff "found that she was quite competent in municipal law, and we used 
her for a wide variety of legal advice." 
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid said: "Ms. Smith was a technically competent city attorney, and I wish her the 
best of luck in her new endeavors."  
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