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It probably seemed like a good idea at the time.  
The time was March 1971, and the City Council here decided that La Mesa needed a group to monitor 
community relations. With Ordinance 1836, the council created the city Community Relations Advisory 
Commission. 
One commissioner, unpaid, was to be appointed by each council member, and three consecutive 
absences would force an automatic resignation by any commissioner. 
But as City Clerk Anita Underwood pointed out yesterday, you can't be absent if there is no meeting -- 
and the Community Relations Advisory Commission last met more than four years ago, on Sept. 15, 
1980. 
Last night, when the La Mesa City Council gathered to interview applicants for the city's various boards 
and commissions, the commission's uninspiring example came up. 
Though recent elections and shuffles in council membership have left all five community relations 
commission seats empty, only three of a score of applicants specifically expressed interest in the 
community relations commission. 
The council will make its appointments at a 3 p.m. meeting on Feb. 13. And despite the commission's 
history of inactivity, rumblings of the council suggest that the group may not be quite dead yet. 
Councilman Art Madrid, who called the commission "a farce" a few weeks ago, said he had done so to 
attract attention to it, and thus keep it alive. When run properly, Madrid said, the group can be useful in 
gauging community needs and concerns. 
Mayor Fred Nagel was less confident. 
"La Mesa is not a hotbed of unrest," Nagel said. "It speaks well of our community that the commission 
hasn't needed to meet." 
He and other council members have attributed the group's inactivity to the work done by the Heartland 
Human Relations Agency, an independent, non-profit group with which the city contracts. 
Nagel's plan is to go ahead and appoint a community relations commission -- and then probably ask the 
group to hold a meeting to consider whether it should exist at all. 
When the commission does set a date to convene again, its members may have to look back further than 
Sept. 15, 1980, for background on previous actions. 
According to minutes on file with the city, that last meeting was called to order at 4 p.m., and included 
action on one item: The board unanimously voted to recommend renewal of a counseling contract with 
the Heartland Human Relations Association. 
After less than an hour, that meeting was adjourned.  
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