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La Mesa will buy equipment -$450,000 

Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: August 28, 1985 
La Mesa officials seem determined to provide the city's staff with the latest technological equipment.  
Last night, the city council unanimously voted to spend more than $450,000 for a more advanced 
computer system to be used in city departments and a new radio system for the Police Department. 
Council members Jerri Lopez and Ed Senechal were absent from the meeting. 
Mayor Fred Nagel said the new equipment actually will save city taxpayers money. 
With increased employee interest over the new equipment, many already have begun "devising new ways 
to implement programs for their departments -- saving the city taxpayers money," Nagel said. 
"We're not working harder, we're working smarter," Councilman Art Madrid said. 
The purchase includes seven printers, more than a dozen new computer terminals and $80,000 worth of 
improvements for existing terminals. 
The new computer system will be used to store information, for word processing and for communication 
between City Hall and the city's police and fire departments. 
City staff members recommended the changes to handle the city's current computer needs and allow for 
future growth. 
Earlier this year, La Mesa Police Chief Don Fach, now retired, proposed that the city spend $180,000 on 
improved police communications equipment. His request was given top priority by the city manager, and 
the final bill for the system came to $214,000. 
The new communications equipment to dispatch calls to police officers from the base station will replace 
1973-model equipment that often falters, said acting Police Chief Norman Ames. 
Although no one has been injured or hurt because of lack of police communication, the city is in need of a 
reliable system, he said. 
"Whenever the base station's radio console malfunctions we have to either use a police car radio or a 
walkie-talkie to communicate with the officers," Ames said. 
A breakdown in the base station's radio system does not affect car-to-car communication. 
With last night's authorization for the purchase of a Motorola Communications and Electronics system, 
the police department will have a new radio communications system that is programmed to diagnose and 
correct internal problems. 
The system also includes a device that will scramble voice transmissions so that suspects who may have 
access to a police frequency can't hear what is being said. 
Walkie-talkies -- now used as a backup to radio transmission failure at the base station -- also will be 
replaced. 
"We're taking advantage of the state-of-the-art technology," Ames said. "Our car radios will have an 
unlimited range." 
Included in the contract with Motorola is the relocation of a satellite receiver to improve the reception of 
signals from walkie-talkies in areas where radio transmissions are hindered because of the terrain 
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