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La Mesa widens areas covered by new design-review panel  
Rod Richardson Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: September 23, 1987 
Boundaries of an area of La Mesa that will be subject to a new design-review program have been 
expanded.  
The city council's 3-0 vote last night is one of the final steps toward implementing the design-review plan. 
The plan, which could be in effect in December, will allow city officials to judge all major commercial 
projects within the designated area on their visual appeal during the permit approval process. 
Council members Ernest Ewin and Jerri Lopez were absent. 
La Mesa's design-review plan will create a five-member board with broad powers to block commercial 
development projects or require their redesign before approval. 
After approving the concept of design review at its June 23 meeting, the council asked for substantial 
revisions of the map that outlines the area to be covered. 
Assistant Planning Director David Witt presented the council with a map that included additional 
commercial areas as well as additional major streets. 
The council asked the planning staff to expand the boundaries now because council members said it 
would be more difficult to add locations in the future. The staff's first proposal called for a considerably 
smaller zone, which would have included only the most heavily used commercial corridors, major 
intersections and downtown. 
City staff worked over a year to develop the program, which Witt said was created to help keep the city 
attractive and prevent eyesores from emerging. 
Before, the city required only that buildings meet technical, safety and zoning requirements. Past efforts 
to require design review for the downtown area failed. 
Planning Director David Wear said Mayor Fred Nagel will appoint the design-review board members, 
which will include Wear and Witt. Wear said two architects and an additional planner also would be 
appointed. 
Board members will receive $30 a meeting, Wear said. 
Nagel said the plan should improve redevelopment by ensuring that future construction is in the best 
interest of the community. 
"It's not being done to put another obstacle in front of redevelopment," Nagel said.  
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